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Pecyn Gwaith Conwy a Sir y Fflint ar gyfer Anghenion Addysgol Arbennig ac Anableddau Tudalen | 5 

Kay McIntyre Rheolwr Cyflawni Ardal, y Gwasanaeth Cefnogi 

Ieuenctid 

Sarah Ramsey Rheolwr Cyflawni Ardal, y Gwasanaeth Cefnogi 

Ieuenctid 

Carol Sharples Rheolwr y Blynyddoedd Cynnar a Gofal Plant 

Lindsey Thompson Rheolwr Gwasanaeth Family Focus 

Alison Wallace Tîm Awtistiaeth Dwyrain Swydd Caer 

Nicola West Prif Seicolegydd Addysg 

Gwasanaethau Cyngor Dwyrain Swydd Caer: 

Tîm y Blynyddoedd Cynnar a Gofal Plant 

Tîm Anghenion Addysgol Arbennig ac Anableddau 

Tîm Awtistiaeth Dwyrain Swydd Caer 

Gwasanaeth Ymgynnwys Synhwyraidd 

Gwasanaeth Seicoleg Addysg 

Tîm Cyllid Ysgolion Dwyrain Swydd Caer 
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The following paragraphs provide a brief overview of the general principles for 

each stage of this cycle and determining whether a child or young person has 

ALN and deciding on the ALP required. Chapter 20 of The Additional Learning 

Needs Code for Wales 2021, provides guidance on determining whether a child 

or young person has ALN and deciding on the ALP required.  

 

ASSESS – Gathering and considering evidence   

Evidence is required to determine whether a child or young person has ALN. 

Information and evidence may come from the child, their parent, or the young 

person. It may come from staff in the education setting or from other services. 

If the child or young person has an identified disability (for the purposes of the 

Equality Act 2012), it is likely that there will be evidence provided by specialist 

services, for example, sensory support service.  

 

Evidence to inform decision making will also come from observations and 

assessment of the child or young person. Assessment through intervention is 

key to providing information and evidence about a child or young person’s 
progress. Quality, formative assessment using a range of tools and materials 

will provide detailed information on progress. There are a range of 

standardised screening or assessment tools and frameworks available for 

setting to use. Analysis of observations and scrutiny of work can provide 

valuable data. Developmental checklists and learner questionnaires are also 

another source of evidence. In some circumstances, other agencies such as 

health bodies may be involved with a child or young person. Their information, 

assessments and contributions will help to enable a setting in their duties to 

determine the additional learning needs. Where relevant professionals are not 

already working with the educational setting, staff from the educational setting 

should contact them, with consent from the parents of children or the young 

person.  

 

The ALNCO can provide professional support to all staff to enable the early 

identification and assessment of ALN and enable a holistic understanding of 

the needs.  

 

PLAN – Determining the ALN and ALP required  

 If a child or young person is not making adequate progress, then staff within 

the educational setting will need to put in place differentiated teaching or 

targeted interventions. Where a child or young person requires provision 

which is additional to or different from what is generally available to all 

learners, this would constitute additional learning provision (ALP). Chapter 4 of 

the Additional Learning Needs Code for Wales 2021 explains the duty to 

involve and support children, their parents and young people in decision 

making and planning. Professionals within the educational setting, in 

conjunction with the ALNCO, should work with the child, their parents or young 

person to agree the outcomes, the interventions and support to be put in 

place. The support and intervention provided should be evidence-based and 

designed to support the child or young person to achieve desired outcomes.  

Any related staff development needs should also be identified and addressed. 

The ALP should be at the lowest level necessary to meet the identified ALN 

and setting should make full use of their resources. An IDP will be prepared, 

outlining the ALN and ALP required.  

 

DO - The key person, class or subject teacher remains responsible for working 

with the child or young person on a daily basis (even where interventions 

involve group or one-to-one teaching). The ALNCO should support staff where 

©Cheshire East Borough Council 2017  - all rights reserved
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necessary in further assessment and/or advising on the effective 

implementation of ALP.   

 

REVIEW - The effectiveness of the support and interventions, and their impact 

on the child or young person’s progress, should be reviewed regularly and in 
line with any agreed dates. Chapter 25 of the Additional Learning Needs Code 

for Wales provides information and guidance about review and revision of 

Individual Development Pans (IDPs).  

 

The review will need to consider whether the child or young person is making 

progress towards the intended outcomes, whether they still have ALN, whether 

the identified needs have changed and whether the ALP is still appropriate or 

additional or different ALP is required.   

  

6.2. A person-centred approach  

 

An individual child or young person with ALN should always be at the centre 

of any assessment or planning process that focuses on them and a person-

centred approach should be used. Person-centred approaches are about 

discovering and acting on what is important to the child or young person, what 

is important for them and finding the balance between these. A person-

centred approach reflects what a child or young person is able to do, what is 

important to them (now and in the future) and thinks about what support they 

might need in order to reach their potential. It is therefore a process of 

continual listening and learning. Being person-centred includes problem 

solving and thinking about how we can allocate the most appropriate support 

and resources in order to enable children and young people with ALN to work 

towards their aspirations. These resources may come from the child or young 

person’s own network and/or available support within the local community; 
not just from specialist services.  

 

Chapter 4 of The Additional Leaning Needs Code for Wales 2021 explains the 

duty on bodies exercising functions under the ALNET Act 2018 to involve and 

support children, their parents and young people.   

 

4.4. A person exercising functions under the Act which relate to an individual 

child or young person must have regard to-   

 

(a) the views, wishes and feelings of the child and the child’s parent or the 
young person,   

(b) the importance of the child and the child’s parent or the young person 
participating as fully as possible in decisions relating to the exercise of the 

function concerned, and   

(c) the importance of the child and the child’s parent or young person being 
provided with the information and support necessary to enable participation 

in those decisions.   

 

Chapter 22 of The Additional Leaning Needs Code for Wales sets out guidance 

and good practice principles for meetings about ALN and IDPs.   

 

22.6. A maintained school, FEI or local authority holding a meeting with a child, 

their parent or a young person should:   

 

(a) run the meeting(s) following person-centred practice approaches, and   

(b) take a person-centred practice approach to the gathering and presentation 

of information (where relevant).   

 

The Welsh Government has published a number of guidance documents on 

person-centred practice, which are available online:  

 

Person-centred practice in education: a guide for early years, schools and 

colleges in Wales  

 

https://gov.wales/sites/default/files/publications/2019-01/person-centred-

practice-in-education-a-guide-for-early-years-schools-and-colleges-in-

wales.pdf 

 

©Cheshire East Borough Council 2017  - all rights reserved
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(c) Collaboration and integration where services work together to ensure 

ALN are identified early and appropriate co-ordinated support is put in place 

to enable children and young people to achieve positive expectations, 

experiences and outcomes.  

 

(d) Inclusive education where the majority of children and young people with 

ALN are supported to participate fully in mainstream education and a whole 

setting approach is taken to meeting the needs of learners with ALN.  

 

(e) A bilingual system where all reasonable steps are taken to deliver ALP in 

Welsh for children and young people who require support through the 

medium of Welsh, with scope for increasing the delivery of ALP in Welsh over 

time.  

 

We believe that there should be a strong focus on high aspirations and on 

improving outcomes for all children and young people with ALN. Outcomes 

are not a description of the support or provision that is in place for a child or 

young person. Instead, outcomes describe the benefit or difference made to 

an individual child or young person as a result of an intervention, and as such, 

there should be a focus on outcomes from the earliest stages of identifying 

and supporting children and young people with ALN. Any planning and 

delivery of support should always be focused on the outcomes that have been 

identified for the individual child or young person (i.e. how such support will 

contribute to achieving the agreed outcomes) and should be based on reliable 

evidence of effectiveness. Support should be reviewed regularly as part of the 

‘Assess, Plan, Do, Review’ cycle and be adapted or replaced depending on how 
effective it has been in achieving the agreed outcomes.  

 

With high aspirations, and the right support, the vast majority of children and 

young people can go on to achieve successful long-term outcomes in adult 

life. The local authority, educational settings and other services and partners 

should work together to prepare children and young people with ALN for 

adulthood and help them to realise their ambitions.   
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The Foundation Phase outcomes and other monitoring tools can be used as a 

guide to making best-fit judgments as to whether a child is showing typical 

development for their age or may be at risk of delay or ahead for their age.  

The child’s progress is monitored and tracked on a regular basis within prime 

and specific areas of learning.   

 

A practitioner’s ability to really connect with a child and understand how they 
learn stems from their relationship as a key person. Each child should be 

assigned a key person who will work closely with the child and their family. 

Observation, assessment and planning are key to meeting every child’s 
individual needs.  

 

Monitoring and tracking children’s progress in this way allows needs to be 
identified promptly, thereby leading to early intervention. This early 

intervention is essential in providing appropriate support; not just for the child 

but for their families too. Effective intervention strengthens the ability of 

families to support their children and improves outcomes for the family as a 

whole.   

 

Parents know their children best and it is important that all practitioners listen 

to and work with parents. It is this close partnership working which is essential. 

Working together enables us to build a picture of the holistic child. It is 

essential to share information about the child with professionals and agencies 

if they are involved. This will enable information to be shared through the 

graduated approach and will be captured at the Person-Centred Planning 

Meeting.     

 

Throughout the early years, the role of the Health Visiting Service is key. Both 

Conwy and Flintshire County Councils works closely with the Health Visiting 

Service. Health Visitors monitor the Developmental progress of children in the 

early years. If any concerns are identified, they are discussed with the parents 

and the child is referred for appropriate support by the Health Visitor.   

 

 

 

Please note that once a child is attending a maintained school nursery and has 

been recognised as having an ALN, support and guidance will be provided by 

the school ALNCo. 

 

7.2. Person-Centred Planning Meeting   

 

Person-centred planning supports everyone in getting to know the child better 

and enables them to plan and provide effective practice and provision for the 

child. The meeting is a supportive meeting in which everyone, including the 

child if appropriate, has the opportunity to share their wishes, views and plans 

for moving forward. The strategies and interventions are agreed by everyone 

at the meeting, enabling all who support the child to work together to meet 

their needs and to achieve identified outcomes.   

 

These meetings will include the child’s parents, the child if appropriate, and 
appropriate staff from the setting, may also include: a member of the Early 

Years and/or Flying Start Childcare Team along with partner agencies who 

support the child, e.g., the Health Visitor, a Speech and Language Therapist, a 

Physiotherapist or an Occupational Therapist. Sensory Support Team (SSS).   

 

In the Early Years, the voice of the child is captured in many ways by the 

professionals working closely with them. Key to this process is the inclusion of 

the parent’s voice too, ensuring that their knowledge and personal 
understanding of their child is recognised and included in all discussions and 

decisions. The parents know and understand their child best and their 

participation is vital in ensuring that all those involved are working towards 

shared and agreed outcomes. The person-centred planning meeting ensures 

that parents feel that they are being listened to and that their views and 

contributions are valued.   
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7 

 
  

Impact on Learning 

What are we seeing? 

Response 

What should we do next? 

Strategies 

What can we put in place? 
May be evidence of some delay in meeting 

expected milestones and evidence of one or more 

of the following:  

 

• Some concerns regarding developmental skills.  

• Some evidence of repetitive play, restricted 

interests and limited imaginative play.  

• May move quickly from one activity to another 

and may need an adult to ensure learning 

through play occurs. 

• Record the date of first concerns and what the 

concerns are  

• Keep a record of all key events such as date of 

registration at the setting, referrals to outside 

agencies, etc  

• Setting staff to ensure appropriately 

differentiated activities for the child  

• Work in partnership with the parents in 

planning for the child in the setting and at 

home.   

• Continue to track and monitor the child’s 
progress within the child’s development profile 

highlighting any areas of concern.  

• Ensure any advice support and guidance given 

by outside agencies is incorporated into your 

planning for the child  

• Discuss the child’s development recorded in the 
Red Book and/or through the screening at 15 

months and 27 months (Healthy Child Wales 

Programme)  

• Setting to liaise closely with the linked Health 

Visitor with parental consent.  

• Consider training opportunities for staff 

members   

 

• Use Characteristics of Effective Learning to 

assess how children are choosing to learn and 

where they like to go both indoors and 

outdoors.  

• Consider how the child plays and explores, is 

motivated to learn, thinks critically etc.  

• Consider how the child plays and explores, is 

motivated to learn, thinks critically etc.  

• Find out what gains the child’s interests and 
attention and use this information to plan next 

steps for learning.  

• Provide opportunities to explore and 

manipulate play equipment and materials  

• Consolidate learning by ensuring that the   

• activities that the child enjoys remain available 

and are easily accessible.  

• Extend and adapt activities as children’s 
interests and thinking develop and change   

• Consider the environment. Help the child to 

focus by keeping distractions to a minimum 

e.g., support play in a quiet area within the 

setting  

• Provide developmentally appropriate activities 

and ensure that the child is able to access them 

at his/her own pace, thereby enabling the child 

to achieve success 

Early Years 

Universal Provision 

Cognition and Learning 

(Area of Need) 
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Impact on Learning 

What are we seeing? 

Response 

What should we do next? 

Strategies 

What can we put in place? 
 • Support children and their families to access 

universal service as appropriate :   

 

For Conwy through their local Family Centres/ 

Family Information Service (plantconwy.gov.uk) 

and/or health visitor  

 

For Flintshire through Family Information Service 

Flintshire (fisf@flintshire.gov.uk) and/or health 

visitor  

 

• If a child is new to the setting, give 

consideration to the child’s transition from the 
home/previous setting   

• Give consideration if a child’s home language is 

different to that of the setting  

• If concerns continue, the setting ALN 

designated lead person to discuss whether the 

child needs more targeted interventions with 

the professionals involved and to share this 

with the parents/carers. 

• Provide activities which are stimulating and 

encourage children to use all their senses.  

• Stimulate the child’s curiosity by introducing 
new activities or changing familiar activities, 

e.g., Lego in the sand tray, cars in the play 

dough etc.  

• Provide treasure baskets with contents regularly 

changed for the children to explore  

• Encourage the child to explore both indoors 

and outdoors and develop a sense of curiosity, 

e.g., muddy puddles etc.   

• Encourage problem solving by asking 

questions, e.g., ‘what will happen if…?’ Allow 
the child time to respond  

• Use simple language at a level that the 

individual child is able to understand and 

respond to.  

• Support language with visual props e.g., story 

sacks, puppets etc.   

• Developing current skills through repetition, 

generalisation and small steps approach to 

learning.  

• Plan relevant, structured learning and play 

opportunities to meet the developing needs of 

the children. 
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Impact on Learning 

What are we seeing? 

Response 

What should we do next? 

Strategies 

What can we put in place? 
Significant delay in reaching milestones and 

evidence of one or more of the following:  

 

• Evidence of frequent repetitive play, restricted 

interests and significant difficulties with 

imaginative play.  

• Evidence that the child has difficulties in 

retaining concepts over time  

• Prefers to play alone or at the outskirts of 

others’ play.  

• New learning needs to be broken down into 

small steps, and repetition and over learning is 

required for progress to occur and outcomes to 

be met   

• Child beginning to lose skills in certain areas of 

development.  

• Significant difficulties with attention. Requires a 

high level of support to maintain focus and 

promote learning through play. Limited play 

interests 

• Continue to keep a record of key events eg 

referrals to outside agencies, etc  

• The ALNCo/ALN designated link person in the 

setting to share concerns with parents and 

develop a One Page Profile with the parents/ 

carers and child.  

•  Continue to liaise with involved outside 

agencies as appropriate.  

•  ALNCo/ALN designated link person to support 

the key person in planning differentiated 

activities, interventions and strategies to 

support the child.  

• Monitor and review strategies and interventions 

used, through the One Page Profile focussing 

on the child’s progress and the impact of 
strategies and interventions used.  

• Ensure that any suggested specialist advice is 

incorporated into the child’s One Page Profile. 

• Ensure any advice, support and guidance given 

by involved outside agencies is incorporated 

into your planning for the child.  

•  Ensure close partnership working with parents. 

This includes sharing One Page Profiles and 

strategies and interventions to use in the 

setting and at home  

• Hold regular Person Centred Planning Meetings   

Continue with any relevant strategies from 

Universal level plus:  

 

• Consider what gains the child’s interests and 
promotes high levels of engagement.  

• Simplify the activities/tasks into smaller 

achievable steps    

• Ensure that at each session attended, the child 

accesses an individually supported learning 

opportunity, small group time and support 

during child initiated play.  

• Ensure there are plenty of opportunities to 

repeat activities   

• Encourage children to use a range of 

stimulating open ended resources that 

encourages children to use all their senses.  

• Continue to create interesting experiences that 

develops a child’s curiosity and motivation to 
explore  

• Develop ‘joint attention’ by following the child’s 
interests, joining them in their play, and 

modelling language appropriate to the child’s 
level of development   

• Provide opportunities to explore and 

manipulate play equipment and materials  

• Scaffold the child’s learning by modelling the 
new skill. This may be done individually, in 

pairs, or in small groups with a supporting adult   

Early Years 

Universal (targeted interventions) 

Cognition and Learning 

(Area of Need) 
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Impact on Learning 

What are we seeing? 

Response 

What should we do next? 

Strategies 

What can we put in place? 
 • Consider ALN training opportunities for staff 

members   

• Support children and their families to access 

universal and targeted services as appropriate:   

 

For Conwy  through the local Family Centres/ 

Conwy Family Information Service 

(plantconwy@conwy.gov.uk) and Health Visitor  

 

For Flintshire through the Family Information 

Service Flintshire (fisf@flintshire.gov.uk) and the 

Health Visitor.  

 

• All requests are to be supported by evidence 

collated since the time that concerns were 

raised, reflecting everything that the setting has 

done to meet the needs of the child.   Each 

request will be considered by a moderation 

panel.  

• If, following a reasonable period of time, the 

child’s development continues to cause 
concerns and progress continues to be 

minimal, the setting ALNCo / ALN designated 

key person to discuss with the parents, the 

involved outside agencies and, in the case of 

non-maintained settings, the Early Years 

Additional Learning Needs Lead Officer (EY 

ALNLO), as to whether the child requires 

Additional Learning Provision (ALP) as the child 

may have Additional Learning Needs (ALN). 

• Develop a bank of multi-sensory  resources that 

can be used at different times to develop the 

child’s awareness and exploration of the senses   

• Introduce unexpected objects, place toys in 

unusual places, and/or introduce treasure 

boxes of interesting objects for children to 

explore 
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Impact on Learning 

What are we seeing? 

Response 

What should we do next? 

Strategies 

What can we put in place? 
Persistent and significant difficulties in reaching 

milestones and evidence of one or more of the 

following:  

 

• Development age below chronological age in 2 

or more areas of development.  

• Evidence of persistent repetitive play, restricted 

interests and severe difficulties in imaginative 

play   

• Avoids play with others.  

• Tends not to engage with adults or peers.  

• Inability to transfer previously learned skills to a 

wider context.   

• Evidence that the child has significant 

difficulties in retaining concepts over time   

• Child consistently losing skills in certain areas 

of development.  

• Child requires a very high level of individual 

support to access an individually tailored 

curriculum 

ALNCo/designated ALN link person to support in 

identifying appropriate activities, interventions and 

strategies to support the child.  

 

• Monitor and review focussing on the child’s 
progress and the impact of strategies and 

interventions used.  

• Ensure any suggested specialist advice (e.g. 

from the Speech and Language Therapist, 

Educational Psychologist, etc.) is incorporated 

into the child’s IDP.  

• Ensure any advice support and guidance given 

by outside agencies is incorporated into your 

planning for the child.  

• Ensure close partnership working with parents. 

This includes sharing the IDP and strategies and 

interventions to use in the setting and at home.  

• Ensure that all staff have training specific to the 

child’s needs and to support the 
implementation of the IDP outcomes and 

provision within the setting.  

• Ensure a Local Authority IDP is in place and the 

outcomes and Additional Learning Provision 

(ALP) are implemented in the setting. 

 

Continue with any relevant strategies from 

Universal and/or Targeted universal levels plus:  

 

• Strategies used when supporting children with 

high level needs are individualised and it is 

expected that they would come from the advice 

given by the specialist services that support the 

child and the family  

• Ensure that planning and interventions relate to 

the outcomes set out within the IDP. Progress 

should be monitored in relation to the 

outcomes specified in the IDP.   

• Incorporate moving and handling plans and 

care plans into planning, as advised by 

professionals 

Early Years 

Additional Learning Provision (LA IDP) 

Cognition and Learning 

(Area of Need) 
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Impact on Learning 

What are we seeing? 

Response 

What should we do next? 

Strategies 

What can we put in place? 
1 development band below chronological age.  

 

In addition, please refer to the following tools for 

additional guidance:  

• WellComm toolkit  

• ELKLAN development checklist  

• ICAN checklist  

• Foundation Phase Profile  

 

Social Interaction    

• Some difficulties following social norms, for   

• example, eye contact, conversation, sharing and  

turn taking   

• Some difficulties speaking with adults outside 

of the family   

• Some withdrawal from the company of others   

• Limited ability to tolerate social interaction (age  

to be taken into account)   

• Higher than usual levels of anxiety at times of  

change or transition 

(routine/environment/people)   

• Some difficulties following adult directed 

activities 

• Some restricted play interests and/or child 

sticks to preferred activities e.g., vehicles, 

computer etc.   

• Child may engage in solitary play   

• Setting Staff to support in identifying  

differentiated activities and strategies for the  

child      

• Work in partnership with the parents in  

planning for the child in the setting and at  

Home and review this regularly   

• Continue to track and monitor the child’s  
progress   

• Discuss the child’s development recorded in the  

• Red Book and/or through the screening at 15 

months and 27 months (Healthy Child Wales 

Programme).  

• Setting to liaise closely with the linked Health 

Visitor  

• Practitioners could screen with the Foundation 

Phase Profile, WellComm Toolkit, ELKLAN 

development checklist, (add link to more info 

on Conwy website). The screening outcome 

should be shared with parents.  

• Ring Speech and Language Therapy (SALT). 

Triage helpline to discuss concerns.   

 

Helpline is available on 

Monday 3pm – 4pm 03000 850095  

Thursday 12.30pm – 13.30pm 03000 850095  

BCU.SALTHelplineCentral@wales.nhs.uk  

• Place yourself where children can see your face  

clearly and you can see them   

• Keep all distractions to a minimum   

• Allow extra time for processing information,  

answering and completing tasks   

• Allow for frequent practice through recall and   

• repetition   

• Give a warning when an activity is coming to an 

end and to support the transition (this may 

need to be a visual warning).  

• Introduce new activities and experiences 

sensitively and in smaller amounts, e.g., small 

tray of sand presented individually.  

• Support development of sharing and turn 

taking in small groups and on individual basis if 

required. Ensuring there are lots of 

opportunities in place to develop social 

interaction play skills)  

• Offer child choices, e.g. from two songs, stories,  

drinks - support choice making visually with  

objects/pictures/symbols   

• Use specific praise (labelled praise), e.g., “good 

sitting” or “good drinking” etc.   

• Create a predictable and consistent 

environment, ensuring routines are followed   

• Have visual prompts on display   

 

Communication and 

Interaction 
Early Years 

Universal Provision 
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Impact on Learning 

What are we seeing? 

Response 

What should we do next? 

Strategies 

What can we put in place? 
• Child enjoys and responds better to visual  

information rather than auditory/language  

based   

• Child may have some preferences in foods, 

clothing and become anxious when 

encouraged to try new experiences   

• If upset, child may take longer to settle and 

reassure than peers   

 

Language  

• Child’s expressive and/or receptive language is  
showing some delay (age and first language to 

be taken into consideration) and child requires 

some additional input to facilitate progress   

• Requires repetition, slow pace of language and  

use of key words   

 

Speech  

• Immature speech sounds   

• Speech is intelligible to familiar adult 

Information and resources can also be accessed on 

our website https://bcuhb.nhs.wales/services/a-z-

of-services/services/speech-and-language-

therapy/childrens-service/  

 

Further information can also be found on the SLT 

website:  

http://www.wales.nhs.uk/sitesplus/861/page/slt  

 

• If emailing please include child’s first name, 
age, relationship to the child and a contact 

telephone number.  Consent must be obtained 

from the person with parental responsibility 

before contacting the helpline via phone or 

email.  

• Consider Training opportunities for staff 

members, including any appropriate training 

e.g., Makaton, Communication friendly 

environment.   

• Support children and their families to access 

universal services as appropriate in their local 

Family Centres.   

• Support children and their families to access 

Talking Walk-in Sessions in the local area.  

• If a child is new to the setting, give 

consideration to the child’s transition from the 
home/previous setting - (Check if child has 

moved from another Local Authority on IDP 

level)  

• Give consideration if a child’s home language is 
different to that of the setting. 

  

• Support child-initiated activities focussing on 

communication and language by joining in with 

child’s chosen activities, following their lead 
and playing alongside.  

• Simplifying the language if needed - 

emphasising key words and short sentences.  

• Child’s comprehension is checked and 
reinforced by repeating, re-wording, explaining 

and modelling.  

• Plan differentiated small group activities,  

• Resources and play opportunities according to 

age and development stage e.g. ICAN: Babbling 

Babies (£12.00), Toddler Talk (£12.00), Chatting 

with Children (£12.00)  

 

Free resources for practitioners –  
https://ican.org.uk/i-cans-talking-

point/professionals/resources/  

 

Free resources for parents –  
https://ican.org.uk/i-cans-talking-

point/parents/resources/  

 

• Give time to children who have difficulty 

speaking or who need time to process thinking.   

• Use strategies from the Early Language 

Development Programme (ELDP) Training and 

Adult Interactions and use of Language.   

Rhowch Amser https://gov.wales/parenting-

give-it-time/your-childs-development  

https://llyw.cymru/magu-plant-rhowch-amser-

iddo  

Tiny Happy People https://www.bbc.co.uk/tiny-

happy-people  

I Can https://ican.org.uk/i-cans-talking-

point/professionals/professionals-faqs/  
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Impact on Learning 

What are we seeing? 

Response 

What should we do next? 

Strategies 

What can we put in place? 
  

  

• Use activities to develop listening and 

concentration skills (within a group) e.g., plan 

story times that encourage the children to join, 

e.g., use short, well-illustrated stories and 

props, story sacks etc.   

• Activities to develop short-term auditory 

memory    

• Provide resources that are clearly labelled with 

pictures or objects of reference and display 

visual timetables.  “Talk with Me” delivery plan 
is carried out. https://gov.wales/talk-me-

speech-language-and-communication-slc-

delivery-plan  

• Routine periods are carried out consistently by 

staff leading to children feeling safe and 

understanding what is happening.  

• Environment arranged with defined areas that 

have been labelled with images, symbols and 

words  

• Non-verbal language is used to support the 

communication process. For example, Makaton 

and gestures are used to support spoken 

language  

• WellComm group programme activities are 

carried out.  

• Self-register feelings in every session. This is a 

visual register that encourages a child to 

develop independence and the ability to name 

and label.  

• Each child is greeted personally in every 

session.  

• Reduce background noise where possible.  

• Quiet corner (which contains multi-sensory 

resources to support the process of self-

managing emotions).  
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Impact on Learning 

What are we seeing? 

Response 

What should we do next? 

Strategies 

What can we put in place? 
  • Support child-initiated activities focussing on 

communication and language by joining in with 

child’s chosen activities, following their lead 
and playing alongside.  

• Simplifying the language if needed - 

emphasising key words and short sentences.  

• Child’s comprehension is checked and 

reinforced by repeating, re-wording, explaining 

and modelling.  

• Plan differentiated small group activities,  

• Resources and play opportunities according to 

age and development stage e.g. ICAN: Babbling 

Babies (£12.00), Toddler Talk (£12.00), Chatting 

with Children (£12.00)  

 

Free resources for practitioners –  
https://ican.org.uk/i-cans-talking-

point/professionals/resources/  

 

Free resources for parents –  
https://ican.org.uk/i-cans-talking-

point/parents/resources/  

 

• Give time to children who have difficulty 

speaking or who need time to process thinking.   

• Use strategies from the Early Language 

Development Programme (ELDP) Training and  

Adult Interactions and use of Language.   

Rhowch Amser https://gov.wales/parenting-

give-it-time/your-childs-development  

https://llyw.cymru/magu-plant-rhowch-amser-

iddo  

Tiny Happy People https://www.bbc.co.uk/tiny-

happy-people  

I Can https://ican.org.uk/i-cans-talking-

point/professionals/professionals-faqs/  
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Impact on Learning 

What are we seeing? 

Response 

What should we do next? 

Strategies 

What can we put in place? 
  

  

Further Information 

• https://ican.org.uk/  

 

Further Information to share with parents    

• ICAN - Talking Point  

• Talk to Your Baby   

• WellComm  

• Rhowch Amser https://gov.wales/parenting-

give-it-time/your-childs-development   

https://llyw.cymru/magu-plant-rhowch-amser-

iddo & Tiny Happy People 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/tiny-happy-people  
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Impact on Learning 

What are we seeing? 

Response 

What should we do next? 

Strategies 

What can we put in place? 
• Significant delay in reaching milestones   

• 2 developmental bands below chronological 

age in 2 or more aspects within the prime 

areas.  

 

In addition, please refer to the following tools for 

additional guidance:  

• WellComm toolkit  

• ELKLAN development checklist  

• ICAN checklist  

• Foundation Phase Profile  

 

Social Interaction   

• Frequent and significant difficulties following  

social norms and expectations, for example:  

reduced eye contact, turn taking/sharing  

difficulties etc.   

• Distress evident if encouraged to share   

• Frequent and significant difficulties 

understanding social boundaries and 

expectations in play and other activities   

• Frequent and significant difficulties in 

tolerating social interaction.   

• Frequent and significant difficulties with 

inappropriate attempts at interaction   

• Actively withdraws over a period of time   

• Significant, frequent high levels of anxiety at  

times of change and transition  

(routine/environment/people)  

• Key Person to liaise with the setting ALNCo 

and parents, to share concerns.  

• One Page Profile – including how work will be 

tailored to meet child’s needs  

• Continue to liaise with the setting’s linked  
Health Visitor as appropriate   

• Setting ALNCo to support the key person in 

planning differentiated activities and strategies 

to support the child   

• Monitor and review focussing on the child’s 
progress and the impact of strategies and 

interventions used.   

 

Helpline is available on   

Monday 3pm – 4pm 03000 850095  

Thursday 12.30pm – 13.30pm 03000 850095  

BCU.SALTHelplineCentral@wales.nhs.uk  

 

Information and resources can also be accessed on 

our website https://bcuhb.nhs.wales/services/a-z-

of-services/services/speech-and-language-

therapy/childrens-service/    

 

Further information can also be found on the SLT 

website:  

http://www.wales.nhs.uk/sitesplus/861/page/slt  

  

If emailing please include child’s first name, age, 
relationship to the child and a contact telephone 

Continue with any relevant strategies from Universal 

level plus:  

• Put in place the interventions and strategies  

from any Speech and Language Therapy e.g., 

Language steps (resource to develop language 

skills - comprehension and expression)  

• Identify times and areas of targeted individual  

support   

• Strong emphasis on, and consistent use of,  visual 

support which is appropriate to the child’s level 

of language abilities and cognitive development 

e.g., objects of reference/photographs/symbols   

• Daily small group session to focus on 

development of social skills.  

• Simple Social Stories™ are created when needed 
https://www.autism.org.uk/advice-and-

guidance/topics/communication/communication-

tools/social-stories-and-comic-strip-coversations  

• Individualised visual timetables are used to 

introduce the activities  

• Social stories and comic strip conversations  

• Find out more about social stories and comic 

strip conversations, and how they can help 

autistic people communicate. 

• Individual child’s communication skills are 
developed by consistent use of Adult Child 

interaction strategies;  

o Face to Face 

o Watching and Waiting 

Early Years 

Universal (targeted interventions) 

Communication and 

Interaction 
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Impact on Learning 

What are we seeing? 

Response 

What should we do next? 

Strategies 

What can we put in place? 
• Frequent and significant difficulties in 

following adult directed activities   

• Child spends a considerable amount of time 

on self-directed activity and finds it difficult to  

cease or move on (may result in anxiety 

and/or challenging behaviours)   

• Child may show more interest in objects than 

people   

• Child may lead adult by hand/arm to get  

whatever he/she wants or use adult’s hand as 
a  tool to make toys or equipment work    

• Frequent and significant difficulties with 

attention and may move quickly from area to 

area and from activity to activity with limited 

engagement and learning taking place   

• Child may handle play equipment 

inappropriately or use equipment differently 

to their peers   

• Child seeks or avoids sensory experiences to 

the extent that learning is limited or 

compromised   

• Child is reluctant to communicate verbally 

within the setting to either children or staff  

 

Language  

• Child’s expressive and/or receptive language 
is showing significant delay and/or disorder  

requiring support from Speech and Language  

Therapy (SALT) - (age and first language to be 

taken into consideration)   

• Additional support required to teach and  

manage alternative communication systems  

which may involve support from outside  

agencies   

• Speech and Language Therapy (SALT) may be  

involved and a SALT Individual 

Communication Plan (ICP) is in place  

number.  Consent must be obtained from the person 

with parental responsibility before contacting the 

helpline via phone or email.   

 

• Following parental consent, refer to Speech and 

Language Therapy (SALT) and implement advice, 

strategies and Individual Communication Plan 

(ICP) from SALT (as appropriate for individual 

child.)   

• Visit ASD Wales information if appropriate 

(https://gov.wales/asdinfowales-website)  

• Ensure any advice, support and guidance given by 

the Early Years Team/ Link Teachers is 

incorporated into your planning for the child   

• Ensure close partnership working with parents. 

This includes sharing strategies and interventions 

to use in the setting and at home. 

• Hold regular Person-Centred Planning meetings 

• Consider ALN training opportunities for staff 

members, including any appropriate training from 

SALT e.g. ELKLAN, Learning Language and Loving 

it HANEN, May I Join You video link 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_Lz4xoIW5TM  

• May I Join You Play strategies booklets – from 

derwen@gwynedd.gov.uk - Dr Helen Delargy, 

Derwen Integrated Team for Disabled Children, 

South Road, Caernarfon, Gwynedd, LL55 2HP 

• In Conwy, support children and their families to 

access universal and targeted services as 

appropriate in their local Family Centres 

plant.children@conwy.gov.uk 01492 577850 / 

577788.  

• In Flintshire, support children and their families to 

access universal and targeted services as 

appropriate by directing them to the Family 

Information Service Flintshire 

FISF@flintshire.gov.uk  

o Following their lead 

o Imitating 

o Commenting 

o Interpreting 

o Adding more words 

o Reducing the pressure (less questions 

more comments) 

o Turn-taking 

 

Strategies   

https://bcuhb.nhs.wales/services/a-z-of-

services/services/speech-and-language-

therapy/childrens-service/ 
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Impact on Learning 

What are we seeing? 

Response 

What should we do next? 

Strategies 

What can we put in place? 
• Persistent and significant difficulties in 

reaching milestones   

• 2 or more development bands below 

chronological age in 2 or more aspects within 

the prime areas.  

 

Social Interaction   

• Persistent and severe difficulties following 

social norms and expectations   

• Severe communication difficulties which 

require intensive support and clear identified 

strategies for the child to communicate 

(diagnosis of Autistic Spectrum Condition or 

Social Communication difficulties which are 

pervasive in nature). Child will have significant 

difficulties in social communication which 

impact on all aspects of the child’s 
development and ability to access the 

Foundation Phase curriculum.  

• No understanding of social boundaries in play 

or other activities, including social interaction   

• Unable to tolerate any social interaction other 

than in meeting own basic needs   

• Child may be frequently overwhelmed by 

sensory stimuli to the extent that learning is 

significantly compromised. A high proportion 

of time may be spent seeking/avoiding 

sensory experiences   

• Key Person to liaise with the setting  ALNCo  

• Setting ALNCo to support in identifying 

differentiated activities and strategies to 

support the child   

• Monitor and review focussing on the child’s 
progress and the impact of strategies and 

interventions used.   

• Ensure any suggested specialist advice (e.g.   

• from the Speech and Language Therapist) is 

incorporated into the child’s Individual 
Development Plan (IDP)  

• Ensure any advice support and guidance given 

by the Early Years Team/ link Teachers is 

incorporated into your planning for the child.  

• Ensure close partnership working with parents. 

This includes sharing IDP, and strategies and 

interventions to use in the setting and at home   

• Hold regular person-centred review meetings 

and include the child and all those involved 

with the child.   

• Ensure that all staff have training to support 

the child within the setting.  

• In Conwy, support children and their families to 

access universal and targeted services as 

appropriate in their local Family Centres.  

• In Flintshire, support children and their families 

to access universal and targeted services as 

appropriate by directing them to the Family 

Continue with any relevant strategies from Universal 

and/or Targeted universal levels plus:  

 

• Strategies used when supporting children with 

high level needs are individualised and it is 

expected that they would come from the advice 

given by the specialist services that support the 

child and the family and from the Early Years 

Team.  

• If the child has an IDP the setting should ensure 

that planning and interventions relate to the 

outcomes set out within the plan. Progress 

should be monitored in relation to the outcomes 

specified.  

• All support and strategies must be used 

consistently. All staff should know, understand 

and agree on strategies to be used   

 

Further Information  

• ASD Wales  

https://gov.wales/asdinfowales-website  

• National Autistic Society  

https://www.autism.org.uk/   

• SPACE4AUTISM (parent support)  

• https://space4autism.com/  

Early Years 

Additional Learning Provision (LA IDP) 

Communication and 

Interaction 
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Impact on Learning 

What are we seeing? 

Response 

What should we do next? 

Strategies 

What can we put in place? 
• Significant and persistent difficulties in 

following adult directed activities   

• Child will have significant delay in 

communication and understanding   

• Significantly restricted interests and strong 

evidence of repetitive interests and 

stereotypical play 

• Child’s level of anxiety impedes significantly 
upon behaviour and ability to access 

Foundation Phase curriculum    

• Attention on any activity is very short –  
although child may persist with some sensory 

seeking behaviours e.g., spinning wheels   

• Child may show little or no sense of danger 

and require close supervision to ensure their 

safety, e.g., climbing, mouthing objects, 

running, throwing etc.   

• Child is unable to communicate verbally 

within the setting to either children or staff  

 

Language  

• Child’s expressive and/or receptive language 
is showing persistent and significant delay 

requiring support from Speech and Language 

Therapy (SALT) and progress is slow (despite 

interventions)  

• Limited functional communication skills that 

require individual alternative and/or 

augmentative communication strategies to 

allow access to learning opportunities  

• Child has limited understanding of what is 

said or signed (age and first language to be 

considered)  

• Intensive support required to teach and 

manage alternative communication systems 

involving outside agencies  

Information Service Flintshire 

FISF@flintshire.gov.uk  
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Impact on Learning 

What are we seeing? 

Response 

What should we do next? 

Strategies 

What can we put in place? 
• Sustained loss of previously demonstrated 

communication skills, specifically spoken, or 

signed 

 

Speech  

• Intensive support required to teach and 

manage alternative communication systems 

involving outside agencies  

• Sustained loss of previously demonstrated 

communication skills, specifically spoken or 

signed  

• Unintelligible to familiar listeners. Even in 

context speech may sound different to target 

words. 
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Impact on Learning 

What are we seeing? 

Response 

What should we do next? 

Strategies 

What can we put in place? 
• Evidence of some delay in meeting expected 

milestones   

• Difficulties with separation from parent or 

carer which are greater in comparison than 

peers  

• Some short- term unexpected behaviours that 

require adult intervention.   

• Impulsive behaviours that demonstrate lack of 

inhibition   

• Some behaviours cause concern   

• Struggles to respond to appropriate 

boundaries when encouraged and supported  

• Needs adult encouragement/support to 

participate in group activities   

• Some difficulties regulating own emotions 

and recognising those of others which may be 

evidenced by some difficulties in taking turns, 

sharing and social interaction (age to be taken 

into consideration)  

• Short term withdrawal from activities and/or 

changes in behaviour and play and/or 

increase in anxiety levels   

• Seeks frequent reassurance from adults   

• Reluctant to explore activities or try new ideas 

• Record the date of first concerns and what the 

concerns are  

• Keep a record of all key events such as date of 

registration at the setting, referrals to outside 

agencies, etc. 

• Key Person to liaise with the setting 

ALNCo/ALN designated lead person if 

concerned.  

• Setting ALNCo/ALN designated lead person to 

support in identifying differentiated activities, 

interventions and strategies for the child  

• If concerns continue, the ALNCo/ALN 

designated lead person to discuss whether the 

child needs specific support and to share this 

with the parents/carers.  Work in partnership 

with the parents in planning for the child in the 

setting and at home  

• Continue to track and monitor the child’s 
progress   

• Discuss the child’s development with parents  

• Setting to liaise closely with the linked Health 

Professionals  

• Consider training opportunities for staff 

members   

• Support children and their families to access 

universal and targeted services as appropriate:  

• Consider how the child plays and explores, is 

child motivated to learn, thinks critically etc.   

• Consider the environment and provide an 

environment in which the child feels safe and 

secure; Carry out an Environment Audit.   

• Consider the layout, noise levels etc. within the 

setting   

• Ensure there is a quiet, calm space available at all 

times for the child to access, e.g., large cushions, 

cosy area   

• Consider your daily routine and whether there 

are any times in which the child may need 

additional support, e.g., at greeting time   

• Observe you and your staff’s interactions with the 
child. Would you consider these to be of high 

quality?   

• Encourage the child to bring something from 

home as part of the settling in process, e.g., 

favourite toy.  

• Consider using visual support to help the child 

understand the daily routine, e.g., objects of 

reference to show the child what is going to 

happen next, such as nappy for changing.  

• Provide resources, materials and activities which 

the child enjoys and engages with. Use these to 

inform future planning for the child   

• Support play with other children by modelling 

simple play scenarios and language that can be 

used through play   

Early Years 

Universal Provision 

Behaviour, Emotional 

and Social Development 
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Impact on Learning 

What are we seeing? 

Response 

What should we do next? 

Strategies 

What can we put in place? 
• Significant delay in reaching milestones   

• Significant separation difficulties that persist   

• Reluctance to engage with activities, shown 

by withdrawing or through challenging 

behaviour  

• Significant and frequent unusual behaviours 

requiring adult intervention   

• Significant difficulties regulating own 

emotions and recognising those of others 

which may be evidenced by persistent 

significant difficulties in turn taking, sharing 

and social interaction   

• Frequently withdraws and does not 

participate in activities. Significant changes in 

behaviour and/or play, and frequent increase 

in anxiety level   

• Attachment to key carers not securely 

established   

• Significant concerns raised regarding poor 

growth, weight gain/loss, and/or social, 

emotional and mental health that require 

advice from outside agencies, such as Health 

Professional and are impacting on the child’s 
development 

 

• Key Person to liaise with the setting 

ALNCo/ALN designated lead person and 

parents to share concerns  

• Continue to liaise with the setting’s linked 

Health professionals as appropriate  

• Develop a One Page Profile with the parents, 

child and involved professionals.(This should 

include the strategies to be used.)  

• Setting ALNCo/ALN designated lead person to 

support in identifying differentiated activities, 

interventions and strategies for the child  

• Ensure that any suggested specialist advice is 

incorporated into the child’s Plan.    

• Ensure any advice, support and guidance given 

by the involved professionals is incorporated 

into your planning for the child  

• Ensure close partnership working with parents. 

This includes sharing the One Page Profile, 

strategies and interventions to use in the 

setting and at home.  

• Hold regular Person-Centred Planning 

Meetings   

• Consider ALN training opportunities for staff 

members   

• Support children and their families to access 

universal and targeted services as appropriate: 

Continue with any relevant strategies from Universal 

Provision level, plus:   

 

• Develop ‘joint attention’ by following the child’s 
interests, joining them in their play, and 

modelling language appropriate to the child’s 
level of development    

• Encourage the children to make choices and to 

play independently   

• Model friendly, caring behaviour in play that 

support successful interaction, e.g. ‘Can I have a 
go?’, ‘Do you want some playdough?’ etc.   

• Give clear concise language, giving the child time 

to process   

• Ensure the setting has a quiet low stimuli area for 

the child to access adult led activities  

• Support sharing and taking turns. Initiate turn 

taking with an adult and when the child is ready, 

gradually introduce play with one other child  

• Ensure that there are plenty of opportunities to 

repeat activities  

• Ensure there is adequate uninterrupted time for 

the child to explore at their own pace and in a 

space, they feel comfortable  

• Provide opportunities for children to talk about 

their feelings and needs often, using the 

children’s own experiences   

Early Years 

Universal (targeted interventions) 

Behaviour, Emotional 

and Social Development 
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Impact on Learning 

What are we seeing? 

Response 

What should we do next? 

Strategies 

What can we put in place? 
 For Conwy their local Family Centres/ Family 

Information Service Conwy, contact: 

Plantconwy@conwy.gov.uk  

 

For Flintshire through the Family Information 

Service Flintshire, contact: fisf@flintshire.gov.uk  

 

•  If a child is new to the setting, give 

consideration to the child’s transition from the 
home/previous setting.  

• If, following a reasonable period of time, the 

child’s development continues to cause 
concerns and progress continues to be 

minimal, the setting ALNCo / ALN designated 

Key person to discuss with the parents, the 

involved outside agencies and the Early Years 

Additional Learning Needs Lead Officer (EY 

ALNLO) regarding the child potentially having 

ALN that requires ALP  

• If the setting has exhausted its own resources 

and it is felt that additional financial support is 

required to provide the child’s Universal 
Targeted Provision, non-maintained settings 

and maintained settings providing Early 

Entitlement are to contact the EY ALNLO for 

advice  

 

Conwy: aln@conwy.gov.uk  

 

Flintshire: aln@flintshire.gov.uk  

• Support children in communicating with and 

recognising and responding to the feelings of 

others   

• Support children to develop friendships and 

confidence in their social interaction and give lots 

of expressive, specific, positive praise e.g. “I saw 
you help put the car away”   

• Where possible, try not to respond to unwanted 

behaviours designed to gain adult’s attention 
unless they are harmful to the child or others     

• Develop the child’s curiosity by hiding objects, 
using treasure boxes etc.    

• Help the child to build trust, confidence and 

independence e.g., self- regulation. When conflict 

arises, encourage children to problem solve and 

find solutions together   

 

Further Information: -    

 

‘May I join you’ booklet/CD and online.  

 

Parent Child Interaction (PACT) information.  

 

Positive Behaviour Support - Public Health Wales 

(nhs.wales)  

 

Cymorth Ymddygiad Cadarnhaol - Iechyd Cyhoeddus 

Cymru (gig.cymru) 
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Impact on Learning 

What are we seeing? 

Response 

What should we do next? 

Strategies 

What can we put in place? 
• Persistent and significant difficulties in 

reaching milestones 

• Severe attachment difficulties affecting 

development.  

• Unable to sustain activities without significant, 

consistent adult attention and intervention.   

• Persistent, unpredictable extremes of 

demanding behaviour which affects the 

child’s safety and that of others.   

• Persistently presents a significant danger to 

self and others and damages equipment or  

materials   

• Totally withdrawn from activities over a period 

of time and demonstrates severe changes in 

behaviour and frequent high anxiety levels  

• Severe and persistent difficulties regulating 

own emotions and recognising those of 

others which may be evidenced by long term 

severe difficulties in social interaction that 

prevent learning   

• Child may have suffered from acute trauma, 

or abuse which renders them extremely 

vulnerable and is impacting on the child’s 
development.   

• Needs a high level of multi-agency 

involvement over a sustained period 

• Key Person to liaise with the setting 

ALNCo/ALN designated lead person.   

• ALNCo/ALN designated lead person to support 

in identifying differentiated activities and 

strategies to support the child.  

• Monitor and review the One Page Profile, 

focussing on the child’s progress and the 
impact of strategies and interventions used. 

This should be completed at least every half-      

term as part of the plan and review process.  

• Ensure any suggested specialist advice is 

incorporated into the child’s One Page Profile.  

• Ensure any advice, support and guidance given 

by the involved agencies is incorporated into 

your planning for the child  

• Ensure close partnership working with parents. 

This includes sharing One Page Profile, 

strategies and interventions to use in the 

setting and at home   

• Hold regular Person Centred Planning 

Meetings and invite the child’s health visitor.    

• If the child needs are significant and concerns 

remain, consideration should be given at the 

Person Centred Planning regarding Specialist 

Health provision.  

• Ensure that all staff have ALN training to  

support the child within the setting 

Continue with any relevant strategies from Targeted 

Universal levels plus:   

 

• Strategies used when supporting children with 

high level needs are individualised and it is 

expected that they would come from the advice 

given by the specialist services that support the 

child and the family.   

• Ensure a positive handling plan is in place if  

required   

• Carry out risk assessments on a regular basis and 

incorporate any actions and strategies into 

planning   

• Consider if support is needed to scaffold/support 

social interaction in play   

• Consider if targeted support is needed to  

support the child’s daily routine   

• If the child has an IDP the setting should ensure 

that planning and interventions relate to the 

outcomes set out within the plan. Progress 

should be monitored in relation to the outcomes 

specified in the Health Care Plan or IDP.  

 

Positive Behaviour Support - Public Health Wales 

(nhs.wales)  

 

Cymorth Ymddygiad Cadarnhaol - Iechyd Cyhoeddus 

Cymru (gig.cymru) 

Early Years 

Additional Learning Provision (LA IDP) 

Behaviour, Emotional 

and Social Development 
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Early Years 

Universal Provision 

Sensory Needs – Visual 

Impairment (VI) 

 

  

Impact on Learning 

What are we seeing? 

Response 

What should we do next? 

Strategies 

What can we put in place? 
• Evidence of some delay in meeting expected  

milestones   

• May be 1 development band below 

chronological age.   

• Developing concerns regarding child’s 
eyesight   

• May need encouragement to wear glasses   

• May need to wear an eye patch   

• The child may find difficulties in negotiating 

obstacles and/or pathways around the 

environment etc.   

• The child may look closely at objects   

• May have less interest in activities than their 

peers.  

• May complain of headaches and/or may rub   

eyes   

• Child may tire and lose concentration more 

quickly than peers   

• Some difficulties with self-help skills, for 

example, dressing, mealtimes etc.   

• Check that vision tests are up to date   

• Key Person to liaise with the setting ALNCo  

• Setting ALNCo to support in identifying  

differentiated activities and strategies for the  

child 

• Work in partnership with the parents in 

planning for the child in the setting and home.  

• Continue to track and monitor the child’s  
progress   

• Support children and their families to access 

universal and targeted services as appropriate 

in their local Family Centres.  

• Advise parents to discuss concerns with Health 

Visitor and/or GP and/or optician. 

• If the child wears glasses, encourage the child to  

bring them and wear them as appropriate   

• Adapt the environment to ensure that the child is 

able to move around the setting safely e.g. clear 

paths between areas and different levels within 

the setting are marked.  

• Consideration given to lighting   

• Ensure the child is supported to follow a 

consistent routine   

• Ensure all children value the importance of 

tidying up after themselves, e.g., pushing chairs 

under the table, putting cushions back in the  

cosy area etc.    

• Make sure that you say the child’s name before  
speaking to them and ensure that you are at the  

child’s level and face to face   

• Ensure that the child is close to the practitioners 

during activities and use visual cues such as story 

props, puppets etc.   

• When setting up activities, use trays, non-slip  

matting, shallow containers etc. to ensure that  

the child has safe access to the resources they  

have chosen   

• Provide a range of sensory activities. Encourage 

the child to investigate different textures, sounds, 

smells, tastes and sights   
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Impact on Learning 

What are we seeing? 

Response 

What should we do next? 

Strategies 

What can we put in place? 
• Child must have a recognised visual 

impairment and/or an assessed visual deficit 

which is not fully corrected by lenses or 

glasses   

• Child registered Sight Impaired  

• Significant delay in reaching milestones   

• May be 2 or more development bands below 

chronological age in 2 or more aspects within  

the prime areas.  

• Moderate multi-sensory loss requiring adult 

support from outside agencies to teach and  

manage learning.   

• Physical/medical difficulties that require 

varied and extensive equipment, adapted 

resources and regular support.   

• Physical independence is impaired and 

requires input or programmes from relevant 

professionals.   

• Check that vision tests are up to date   

• Establish whether the child is seen by an 

Orthoptists/Ophthalmologist   

• Key Person to liaise with the setting ALNCo 

and parents to share concerns.  

• Continue to liaise with the setting’s linked 
Health Visitor as appropriate   

• Contact Sensory Support Service (SSS) for 

advice and information   

• Environmental audits by Sensory Support 

Service (SSS) may be required, particularly at 

Key Transitions   

• SSS to provide advice, ongoing visits and  

specialists' assessment, including assessments 

for specialist equipment as appropriate in line 

with service criteria (NatSIP)  

• Setting ALNCo to support the key person in 

planning differentiated activities and strategies 

to support the child   

• Monitor and review, focussing on the child’s 
progress and the impact of strategies and 

interventions used.   

• Ensure any suggested specialist advice is  

incorporated into the child’s ALN Support Plan, 
with particular reference to the Sensory 

Support Service (SSS)   

• Ensure any advice, support and guidance given 

by the Early Years Team is incorporated into 

your planning for the child 

Continue with any relevant strategies from Universal 

level plus:  

 

• Follow specific advice and guidance from the 

Sensory Support Service (SSS), including the use 

of any specialist equipment loaned to the setting    

• Discuss with parent and observe how the child 

with vision impairment makes the most of the 

sight they have. For example: do they tilt their 

head, focus on bright colours and mirrors, stare 

at sunlight or artificial light, move more 

confidently in bright or dim light, look at objects 

and faces? This will help to build knowledge of 

the child’s vision and assist with providing the 

correct approaches and resources to support the 

child 

• Create a calm, quiet area that the child can have 

as a safe area which they can return to when they 

need to  

• When the child is feeling confident with their 

surroundings, encourage them to learn their way 

to different areas in the setting   

• Try to keep the physical environment as 

consistent as possible   

• Encourage the child to touch and explore 

different aspects of the environment explaining 

what they are exploring and talking about what is 

in each area   

• Provide a range of multi-sensory experiences    

Early Years 

Universal (targeted interventions) 

Sensory Needs – Visual 

Impairments (VI) 
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Impact on Learning 

What are we seeing? 

Response 

What should we do next? 

Strategies 

What can we put in place? 
  • Ensure close partnership working with parents. 

This includes sharing ALN support plans, and 

strategies and interventions to use in the 

setting and at home   

• Hold regular person-centred planning 

meetings   

• Consider ALN training opportunities for staff 

members   

• Support children and their families to access  

universal and targeted services as appropriate 

in their local Children’s Centres   

• If child’s development continues to cause 

concern and progress is slow, setting ALNCo to 

discuss with the appropriate Early Years Link 

Professional whether the setting requires 

support from the Early Years Inclusion Team.  

• If the child’s needs are significant and concerns 
remain, consideration should be given for a 

Local Authority IDP notification request.  

• If a child is new to the setting, give 

consideration to the child’s transition from the 
home /previous setting (added to hear as well 

as LA IDP level) 

that encourage the child to investigate different 

textures, sounds, smells, tastes and sights. Some  

children will find this overwhelming and will need 

to be introduced sensitively   

• Encourage the child to access sensory rooms at 

their local Children Centre etc.   

• Help the child to make sense of what they hear in 

noisy situations e.g., ‘Arna is banging the pots  
with a spoon to make that sound, do you want a 

go?’   

• Provide plenty of opportunities for singing songs 

and rhymes and help the child to form actions by 

physically guiding them as needed   

• Use books with illustrations that have good  

contrasts between colours and features and  

interesting textures to explore   

• Use plates and bowls without images/pattern 

which give a good contrast to foods and snacks 

offered.  

• In a group story session, make sure the child has 

a good sight-line to the pictures and use big 

books and story props that the child can hold   

• Enlarge images and print as necessary   

• Follow and implement recommendations  

regarding strategies and adaptations from the  

Sensory Support Service (SSS) resulting from any 

specialist environmental audits carried out by SSS 
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Impact on Learning 

What are we seeing? 

Response 

What should we do next? 

Strategies 

What can we put in place? 
• Persistent and significant difficulties in 

reaching milestones   

• May be 2 or more development bands below 

chronological age in 2 or more aspects within 

the prime areas.   

• Severe visual loss which requires continuous  

support for mobility, self-help skills and 

access to learning experiences   

• Significant reduced access to visual materials   

• Severely reduced opportunities for incidental  

learning   

• Reduced ability to see and copy actions or  

movements of other children and of adults   

• An impact on the development of play.   

• Impact on social skills due to inability to see 

facial expressions or body movements.  

• A reduced ability to recognise faces.  

• The child may require targeted support for 

their safety and wellbeing. 

• Key Person to liaise with the setting ALNCo  

• Setting ALNCo to support in identifying 

differentiated activities and strategies to 

support the child   

• Regularly monitor and review strategies 

identified, focusing on the child’s progress and 
impact of the strategies on the child’s learning.  

• Continue to liaise with Sensory Support Service 

(SSS) who will carry out further specialist  

assessments and write reports, as required   

• Ensure any suggested specialist advice is  

incorporated into the planning for the child,  

with reference to the Sensory Support Service 

(SSS)  

• Ensure any advice, support and guidance given 

by the relevant Early Years professional is 

incorporated into your planning for the child 

• Ensure close partnership working with parents. 

This includes sharing ALN support plans, and 

strategies and interventions to use in the 

setting and at home.   

• Hold regular child-centred planning meetings 

and invite the child’s health visitor   

• Ensure that all staff have ALN training to  

support the child within the setting, as  

appropriate, including:  

Continue with any relevant strategies from Universal 

and/or Targeted universal levels plus:  

 

• Strategies used when supporting children with 

high level needs are individualised and it is 

expected that they would come from the advice 

given by the specialist services that support the 

child and the family and from the Early Years 

Complex Needs Team   

• Ensure a positive handling plan is in place if 

required   

• Carry out risk assessments on a regular basis and 

incorporate any actions and strategies into 

planning   

• Consider if targeted support is needed to  

support the child’s daily routine   

• If the child has an LA IDP the Early Years setting 

should ensure that planning and interventions 

relate to the outcomes set out within the plan. 

Progress should be monitored in relation to the 

outcomes specified in the IDP.  

• Follow and implement recommendations 

regarding strategies and adaptations from the 

Sensory Support Service (SSS) resulting from any 

specialist environmental audits carried out by SSS 

team.  

  

Early Years 

Additional Learning Provision (LA IDP) 

Sensory Needs – Visual 

Impairment (VI) 

©Cheshire East Borough Council 2017  - all rights reserved





 

Conwy and Flintshire Toolkit for Additional Learning Needs (ALN) 0 – 25 Years       Page | 52  

 

 

 

Impact on Learning 

What are we seeing? 

Response 

What should we do next? 

Strategies 

What can we put in place? 
• Evidence of some delay in meeting expected 

milestones.  

• May be 1 development band below 

chronological age   

• History of fluctuating hearing loss   

• Mild hearing loss (with or without aids)   

• Unilateral hearing loss i.e. the child has 

normal hearing in one ear and impaired 

hearing in the other ear   

• History of conductive hearing loss/mild 

hearing loss   

• The child may have frequent coughs and 

colds   

• The child may fail to respond to their name   

• The child may find it hard to follow simple 

instructions   

• The child’s speech may be unclear  

• The child may watch other children to pick up 

cues in the environment e.g. everyone moving 

to the snack table   

• The child may lack concentration e.g. at story 

time   

 

• Establish if the child has a hearing loss   

• Setting Staff to raise concerns with setting 

ALNCo and start monitoring observations.  

• Setting ALNCo to start support in identifying 

differentiated activities and strategies for the 

child   

• Work in partnership with the parents in 

planning for the child in the setting and at 

home.  

• Continue to track and monitor the child’s 
progress   

• Discuss the child’s development recorded in 
the Red Book and/or through the Integrated 

Review at age 2   

• Setting to liaise closely with the linked Health 

Professional    

• Parents to be encouraged to seek advice from  

Health visitor and/or GP   

• Consider ALN training opportunities for staff 

members. Also, access any appropriate training 

from SALT   

• Support children and their families to access 

universal and targeted services as appropriate 

in their local Family centres.  

• If concerns continue, ALNCo to discuss with 

Eary Years Link Professionals whether the child 

needs more specific support and to share this 

with the parents/carers. 

• If the child uses technology such as a hearing aid, 

make sure they wear it that it is clean and the 

batteries are not flat   

• Use the child’s name to gain their attention   

• Ensure that they are listening before you start 

speaking to them   

• Make sure the child can see your face when you 

speak to them and your face is not in shadow   

• Maintain eye contact and remember the child will 

be responding to your facial expressions and 

gestures   

• Speak clearly to the child, making sure you don’t 
speak too fast and that you use expression in 

your voice   

• Consider the setting environment and adapt as 

appropriate   

• Consider the acoustics of the setting, i.e. 

background noise etc.   

• Enable to child to access quieter areas for 

focused activities/interventions   

• Use visual supports such as objects, photos, 

pictures, and visual timetables to support what is 

said and familiarise children with routines   

• Consider where the child places themselves 

throughout the daily routine and support them to 

be in close proximity of the practitioner/child as 

appropriate e.g. at large group time etc.  

• Implement advice from SALT Advice Line, if 

required 

Early Years 

Universal Provision 

Sensory Needs – 
Hearing Impairment 

(HI) 

©Cheshire East Borough Council 2017  - all rights reserved





 

Conwy and Flintshire Toolkit for Additional Learning Needs (ALN) 0 – 25 Years       Page | 54  

 

 

  

Impact on Learning 

What are we seeing? 

Response 

What should we do next? 

Strategies 

What can we put in place? 
• Significant delay in reaching milestones   

• May be 2 developmental bands below 

chronological age in 2 or more aspects within 

the prime areas (secure)   

• Child has a diagnosed hearing loss   

• Child has hearing aids or cochlear implants   

• In addition the child may have one or more of 

the following:    

o A late diagnosis   

o A progressive hearing loss   

o A moderate to severe hearing loss   

o Auditory neuropathy spectrum 

disorder   

• Key Person to liaise with the setting ALNCo 

and parents to share concerns.  

• Prepare a One Page Profile to record parent 

views and outline plans on how best to support 

the child’s needs.   

• Continue to liaise with the setting’s linked 

Health Professional, as appropriate.   

• ALNCo and setting staff to plan differentiated 

activities and strategies to support the child. 

Advice may be sought from the Early Years Link 

Professionals and then the Early Years Inclusion 

Team.   

• Monitor and review the child’s progress and 
the impact of strategies and interventions 

used.   

• Ring Speech and Language Therapy (SALT) 

Triage helpline to discuss concerns. Helpline is 

available on:   

 

Central Helpline  

Monday 3pm – 4pm 03000 850095  

Thursday 12.30pm – 13.30pm 03000 850095  

BCU.SALTHelplineCentral@wales.nhs.uk 

 

East Helpline 

Telephone Number: 01978 727071   

Tuesday 9-10am & Thursday 3:30 – 4:30  

 

• Continue with any relevant strategies from First  

Concerns level, plus:   

• Make sure that the lighting in the setting is good 

so that children who are lip reading or rely on 

facial cues can see you   

• Always check the child has followed what you 

have said and that they have understood any 

instructions   

• Keep background noise to a minimum   

• Give the child time working with an adult by 

themselves or in small groups   

• Enable children to access quiet areas for focussed 

activities where possible   

• If the child is using British Sign Language (BSL), 

learn key signs. If not, the child may benefit from 

Makaton/Singalong to support spoken language   

• Provide a range of multi-sensory experiences that 

encourage the child to investigate using different 

senses   

• Use language alongside every activity and ensure 

that the child is exposed to a language rich 

environment   

• Repetitive rhymes, singing and musical 

instruments can be used to provide some 

children with valuable auditory experiences whilst 

taking care not to overwhelm them with sounds 

• Follow any recommendations from relevant 

professional (e.g. Specialist Teacher for the Deaf - 

 

Early Years 

Targeted Universal Provision 

Sensory Needs – 
Hearing Impairments 

(HI) 
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Impact on Learning 

What are we seeing? 

Response 

What should we do next? 

Strategies 

What can we put in place? 
  • Contact the Sensory Inclusion Service (SIS) for 

advice and information   

• SIS to carry out specialist assessments of  listening 

and language, following the service  criteria   

• If required, SIS to provide, on loan, specialist  

auxiliary equipment, following the service  criteria   

• Ensure any suggested specialist advice is  

incorporated into the child’s best Support 
strategies with particular reference to the Sensory 

Inclusion Service (SIS)   

• Ensure any advice, support and guidance given by 

the Early Years Link Professionals is incorporated 

into your planning for the child   

• Ensure close partnership working with parents. 

This includes sharing support plans, and strategies 

and interventions to use in the setting and at 

home  

• Hold regular Child Centred Planning Meetings 

inviting the Specialist Teacher of the Deaf (STOD)  

• Consider relevant ALN training opportunities for 

staff members, including training from the 

Specialist Teacher of the Deaf (STOD) (such as 

deafness awareness training, and training 

regarding the use and management of specialist 

equipment) and any appropriate training from 

SALT.   

• Support children and their families to access 

universal and targeted services as appropriate in 

their local Family Centres.   

• If child’s development continues to cause  
concerns and progress is slow, setting ALNCo to 

discuss with the Early Years Link Professionals as to 

whether the setting requires support from the 

Early Years Inclusion Team  

STOD) regarding listening skills and language 

development activities   

• Small group individual interventions as advised 

by the Sensory Inclusion Service (SIS) may focus 

on -    

o Development of listening skills 

o Language development, including 

vocabulary    

o Extended discussion and experiences  

around stories and areas of interest to 

the  child    

o Social interaction   

 

• Use specialist equipment as advised by the 

Sensory Inclusion Service   

• If possible, provide a suitable area for STOD 

visits   

• If required:   

o Implement advice from SALT Advice Line  

o Implement SALT Care.Communication 

plan 

o Liaise with Speech and Language 

Therapist   

 

Further Information    

• Good practice guidance - Approaches to 

support hearing needs.   

• https://gov.wales/sites/default/files/publications

/2019-03/integrated-framework-of-care-and-

support-for-people-who-are-d-deaf-or-living-

with-hearing-loss.pdf 
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Impact on Learning 

What are we seeing? 

Response 

What should we do next? 

Strategies 

What can we put in place? 
• Persistent and significant difficulties in 

reaching milestones   

• May be 2 or more development bands below 

chronological age in 2 or more aspects of 

development.   

• The child has a diagnosed, permanent, 

bilateral hearing loss   

• The child will also have observed, persistent, 

and significant difficulties with one or more of 

the following:   

o Delayed language development   

o Accessing undifferentiated activities   

o Accessing activities/provision without 

a  high level of adult support   

o Accessing activities in a large group   

o Developing social skills   

o Communicating with staff and other  

children   

 

• The child may also have additional learning 

difficulties and/or disabilities    

• High levels of adult support for self-care 

needs    

• The safety and wellbeing of the child may be 

at risk and require a high level of support    

• Monitoring adults may need specialist 

training to support physical/medical needs 

• Setting ALNCo  to liaise with Early Years ALN 

Lead Officer (ALNLO)  

•  Setting ALNCo  to support in identifying 

differentiated activities and strategies to 

support the child 

• Monitor and review, focussing on the child’s 
progress and the impact of strategies and 

interventions used.  

• Carry out and review further assessments as 

required  

• Update any observation records and reports in 

preparation for presenting to ALNLO as 

evidence.  

• Ensure any suggested specialist advice is 

included in your evidence towards the child’s 
possible IDP with particular reference to the 

Sensory Inclusion Service (SIS) and continues to 

be implemented in the setting. 

• Ensure a Local Authority IDP is in place and the 

outcomes and provision are implemented  

• Ensure close partnership working with parents.  

This includes sharing the IDP  

• Ensure that all staff have relevant ALN training 

to  support the implementation of the child’s 
IDP 

• Continue with any relevant strategies and 

reasonable adjustments from Universal levels 

(including targeted interventions), plus:  

• Strategies used when supporting children with  

high level needs are individualised and it is  

expected that they would come from the advice  

given by the specialist services that support the  

child and the family e.g. SIS and the Early Years  

Complex Needs Team   

• Child may need intensive hearing, speech and 

language rehabilitation following hearing aid  

fitting or cochlear implant surgery   

• Child may need support with developing a  

manual/alternative communication system   

• Ensure a positive handling plan is in place if  

required, as explained in the setting’s policy    

• Carry out risk assessments on a regular basis and 

incorporate any actions and strategies into 

planning   

• Consider if targeted support is needed to support 

the child’s daily routine   

• If the child has an IDP, the setting should ensure 

that planning and interventions relate to the 

outcomes set out within the plan. Progress  

should be monitored in relation to the outcomes 

specified in the IDP 

Early Years 

Additional Learning Provision (LA IDP) 

Sensory Needs – 
Hearing Impairment 

(HI) 
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Impact on Learning 

What are we seeing? 

Response 

What should we do next? 

Strategies 

What can we put in place? 
• Evidence of some delay in meeting expected 

milestones   

• 1 development band below chronological 

age.   

• Physical difficulties/delay that may require 

some adult assistance.  

• Delay in toilet training (age to be taken into 

consideration)   

• Lack of coordination of physical skills in 

comparison to peers e.g., the child may bump 

into things, fall over easily etc.   

• The child may find it difficult to keep up with 

peers in physical play, which may impact on 

self-confidence and ability to make 

friendships   

• The child may not have developed hand 

dominance   

• The child may have difficulties with fine motor 

skills e.g., holding a crayon, pencil etc.  

• The child may avoid activities which involve 

fine motor control e.g., using tweezers, small 

pegs etc.   

• Muscles in the child’s hands may appear to 
lack strength and control is delayed   

• Child may lack co-ordination during two 

handed activities   

• Key Person to liaise with the setting ALNCo  

• Setting ALNCo to support in identifying 

differentiated activities and strategies for the 

child   

• Work in partnership with the parents in 

planning for the child in the setting and at 

home.  

• Continue to track and monitor the child’s 
progress   

• Discuss the child’s development recorded in 
the Red Book and/or through the screening at 

15 months and 27 months (Healthy Child 

Wales Programme)   

• Setting to liaise closely with the linked Health 

Professional.   

• Consider ALN training opportunities for staff 

members   

• In Conwy, support children and their families to 

access universal and targeted services as 

appropriate in their local Family Centres 

plant.children@conwy.gov.uk 01492 577850 / 

577788  

• In Flintshire, support children and their families 

to access universal and targeted services as 

appropriate by directing them to the Family 

Information Service Flintshire 

FISF@flintshire.gov.uk 

• Ensure that the setting has an Intimate Care  

Policy in place and that it is followed by all staff  

• Provide appropriate indoor and outdoor 

equipment that provides children with the 

appropriate level of support, risk and challenge 

focussing on gross and fine motor skills.  

• Supervision from Early Years staff for safety as 

needed to support early years movement/action 

songs/stories opportunities.  

• Have an awareness of good posture and 

developmental levels.   

 

Gross Motor Skills    

• Ensure there is sufficient floor space and provide 

the child with plenty of opportunities to walk, run 

and crawl on different surfaces – grass, carpet, 

vinyl.  

• Provide outdoor equipment that encourages 

children to balance, climb, jump, slide, lift, pull, 

push, hang, spin and swing; for example, steps, 

logs, planks, wheelbarrows, tyres, tunnels, large 

balls, large blocks etc.    

• Create a path with things to step onto (carpet 

mats for no height or blocks/logs) and paths with 

defined sections to step into (hoops, ladder on 

ground, tiles) 

Early Years 

Universal Provision 

Physical 

(Area of Need) 
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Impact on Learning 

What are we seeing? 

Response 

What should we do next? 

Strategies 

What can we put in place? 
•  Child loses skills previously mastered   

• Some difficulties with self-help skills, for 

example, dressing, meal times etc.   

• If a child is new to the setting, give 

consideration to the child’s transition from the 
home/previous setting 

• Give consideration if a child’s home language 
is different to that of the setting.  

 

Note: If the child loses skills previously 

mastered, advise parents to contact Health 

Visitor or GP 

• Introduce an obstacle course with items at 

different heights and promote a range of  

movements such as climbing, crawling, tummy  

wriggling, rolling and sliding.  

• Provide opportunities to use bikes. As the child  

builds skill and confidence in riding a bike,  

introduce obstacles to peddle round and traffic 

lights to encourage stopping and starting   

• Play parachute games and chasing games such as 

Musical Statues and ‘What’s The Time Mr.  Wolf?’  

 

Fine motor skills     

• Provide builder’s trays with a range of messy  
play opportunities and large surfaces to mark  

with paint, water and shaving foam using  

brushes and hands   

• Provide a range of resources to build hand  

coordination, control and dexterity such as   

playdough, clay, finger and brush painting, tape, 

ribbons, string, rope and pulleys, water play 

equipment, pegs, threading, construction  

equipment and small world resources   

• Introduce ‘Start Stop’ games to develop fine 

motor skills with musical instruments (fast/slow, 

loud/quiet): drumming using two hands and 

alternate hands, spoons and sticks on pots. 
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Impact on Learning 

What are we seeing? 

Response 

What should we do next? 

Strategies 

What can we put in place? 
•  Significant delay in reaching milestones   

• 2 developmental bands below chronological 

age in 2 or more aspects within the prime 

areas.   

• Physical difficulties that require equipment 

and adapted resources and a higher level of 

support   

• Physical independence is impaired and 

requires input and/or programmes from 

relevant professionals   

• Physical difficulties that require close 

monitoring to ensure wellbeing and safety 

 

• Key Person to liaise with the setting ALNCo 

and parents to share concerns.  

• Continue to liaise with the setting’s linked 
Health Visitor, as appropriate.     

• Setting ALNCo to support the key person in 

planning differentiated activities and strategies 

to support the child.   

• Monitor and review, focussing on the child’s 
progress and the impact of strategies and 

interventions used.  

• Ensure close partnership working with parents. 

This includes sharing strategies and 

interventions to use in the setting.  

• Hold regular person-centred planning 

meetings. Initiate a One Page Profile for the 

child if not already in place to include 

strategies to meet child’s needs.  

• Consider ALN training opportunities for staff 

members.  

• In Conwy, support children and their families to 

access universal and targeted services as 

appropriate in their local Family Centres 

plant.children@conwy.gov.uk 01492 577850 / 

577788  

• In Flintshire, support children and their families 

to access universal and targeted services as 

appropriate by directing them to the Family 

Information Service Flintshire 

FISF@flintshire.gov.uk  

Continue with any relevant strategies from Universal 

level, plus:   

 

• Follow the strategies advised by the child’s 
Physiotherapist and/or Occupational Therapist 

Provide an environment that supports a child’s 
developing independence e.g., position furniture 

to enable children to access resources, activities 

etc.   

• Early Years setting demonstrates that they 

accommodate all methods of mobilising/getting 

around in the environment.  

• Child needs to be able to access their mobility aid 

to move around/access Early Years setting  

• Child needs to wear Specialist orthoses e.g., 

Foot/hand supports and for there to be a 

member of Early Years setting staff to be able to 

fit it.  

• More tailored risk assessment to early years 

setting. Health Care (HC) plan for any HC needs.  

 

Physical access: -  

• Alterations within EY setting  

• Moving furniture around to accommodate the EY 

child  

• Room configuration considering needs of child.  

• Increased supervision from EY staff for safety- 

targeted. 

Early Years 

Universal (targeted interventions) 

Physical 

(Area of Need) 
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Impact on Learning 

What are we seeing? 

Response 

What should we do next? 

Strategies 

What can we put in place? 
• Persistent and significant difficulties in 

reaching milestones   

• 2 or more development bands below 

chronological age in 2 or more aspects within 

the prime areas.  

• Physical difficulties that require specialist 

equipment, adapted resources and position  

changes and a high level of adult support   

• High levels of adult support for self-care 

needs   

• Physical difficulties that put the safety and 

wellbeing of the child at significant risk and 

require intensive support   

• Continuous loss of physical skills   

• Significant medical difficulties that require 

controlled medication and intensive 

intervention throughout the day    

•  Key Person to liaise with the setting ALNCo.  

• Setting ALNCo to support in identifying 

differentiated activities and strategies to 

support the child.   

• Ensure any suggested specialist advice is 

incorporated into the child’s IDP (i.e., from 
Physiotherapist/Occupational Therapist)     

• Ensure any advice, support and guidance given 

by the Early Years Inclusion Team is 

incorporated into your planning for the child    

• Ensure close partnership working with parents. 

This includes sharing IDP strategies and 

interventions to use in the setting and at home  

• Hold regular person-centred meetings and 

invite the child’s health visitor and therapists.  

• Consider the use of Early Support materials   

• Ensure that all staff have ALN training to 

support the child within the setting   

• In Conwy, support children and their families to 

access universal and targeted services as 

appropriate in their local Family Centres 

plant.children@conwy.gov.uk 01492 577850 / 

577788  

• In Flintshire, support children and their families 

to access universal and targeted services as 

appropriate by directing them to the Family 

Information Service Flintshire 

FISF@flintshire.gov.uk 

Continue with any relevant strategies from Universal 

and/or Targeted universal levels plus:   

 

• Strategies used when supporting children with 

high level needs are individualised and it is 

expected that they would come from the advice 

given by the specialist services that support the 

child and the family and from the Early Years ALN 

Team.   

• If the child has an IDP the setting should ensure 

that planning and interventions relate to the 

outcomes set out within the plan. Progress 

should be monitored in relation to the outcomes 

specified in the IDP.  

• Incorporate moving and handling plans and care 

plans into planning, as advised by professionals.  

• Ensure a positive handling plan is in place if 

required, as explained in the setting’s policy.  

• Carry out risk assessments on a regular basis and 

incorporate any actions and strategies into 

planning.  

• Risk assessment with moving and handling 

advisors Local Authority (LA)-Early Years setting 

to complete risk assessment with support from 

Specialist Service. Health Care plans and input 

from specialist service.   

• Access – Rails/ramps/fire/lifts etc. with advice 

from Specialist. Child needs to have access to  

Early Years 

Additional Learning Provision (LA IDP) 

Physical 

(Area of Need) 
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Impact on Learning 

What are we seeing? 

Response 

What should we do next? 

Strategies 

What can we put in place? 
  • If a child is new to the setting, give 

consideration to the child’s transition from the 
home/previous setting - (refer to the Settling in 

Process.) 

their wheelchair to move around/access Early 

Years Setting   

• PT/OT/Speech and Language Therapy (SALT) 

targets in IDP   

• Following training from Specialist Physiotherapist, 

Early Years setting to follow delegated 

programme – splints, stretches, putting in 

specialist equipment e.g., chair/walker/standing 

frame.  

• The Early Years settings ‘manage’ equipment e.g., 
clean/secure nuts and bolts.   

• Specific advice given from specialist 

Physiotherapist to the Early Years setting on 

positions of play for a child.   

• Specialist Physiotherapist adjusts equipment for 

growth/need changes. Early Years setting should 

report any changes in presentation to specialist 

service, particularly relevant in Early Years child 

with rapid growth changes. 
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8.  The Graduated Response in school   
 

8.1. Introduction   

 

This section should be used by school staff supporting children working 

towards key stages 1 - 4. Schools who take younger children should also use 

the Early Years section. Due to funding arrangements and eligibility criteria for 

a number of services, this school section should also be used for young people 

in school sixth forms (although consideration should also be given to the post-

16 ‘Preparing for Adulthood’ section for these young people).   

 

Using the Graduated Response means recognising that there is a continuum 

of need and that needs are met through the addition of increasingly specialist 

interventions as the level of need increases. In line with the Additional Learning 

Needs Code for Wales (2021), mainstream schools must designate a teacher 

to be responsible for co-ordinating ALN provision (the ALN Co-ordinator or 

ALNCo) and must inform parents when they are making Additional Learning 

Provision (ALP) for a child.   

 

8.2. What is Universal Good Quality Teaching and Learning?   

 

Support for all children and young people in schools starts with universal good 

quality teaching and learning. This can be summarised as follows:  

 

Inclusive universal good quality teaching and learning describes what should 

be on offer for all children: i.e. the effective inclusion of all pupils in high quality, 

every day, personalised teaching. 

 

Such teaching will, for example, be based on:   

- clear objectives that are shared with the children   

- careful explanation of new vocabulary   

- lively interactive teaching styles   

 

Approaches like these are the best way to reduce, from the start, the number 

of children who need extra help with learning and behaviour.  

 

  

 

       What does universal good quality teaching and learning look like?   

 

As a simple overview, universal good quality teaching and learning         

involves the following:   

•  Well organized classroom with labels and picture symbols   

• Clear lesson structure with objectives presented orally and visually   

• Instructions given in small chunks with visual clues   

• Checking understanding by asking children or young people to explain 

what they have to do   

• Understanding is demonstrated in a variety of ways   

• A range of groupings including some random pairing activities   

• Activities and listening broken up to allow for more ‘kinaesthetic’ 
activities   

• Praise is specific and named   

• Memory supported by explicit demonstration and modelling   

• Classroom support planned for and used to maximise learning   

• Children or young people are clear what is expected and good 

examples are used when necessary   

 

More detailed examples and information about what universal good 

quality teaching and learning looks like for the different areas of need is 

provided in the appendix  
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Impact on Learning 

What are we seeing? 

Response 

What should we do next? 

Strategies 

What can we put in place? 
Difficulties and inconsistencies observed with:  

 

• Understanding abstract concepts and applying 

prior learning   

• Speech and language   

• Attention and concentration span, e.g. easily 

distracted or short attention span   

• Literacy e.g. reluctance to read or poor sight 

vocabulary    

• Numeracy   

• Handwriting   

• Organisation   

• Following instructions   

• Self-esteem and frustration.  Causing social and 

behavioural difficulties 

• Short term / working memory  

• Discrepancy between oral and written work 

• Tiredness due to excessive concentration levels 

needed 

• Low general attainment and progress and/or 

gap beginning to widen 

• Discuss concerns/observations with those with 

parental responsibility and record the outcome 

of the conversation   

• Discuss concerns/observations with the child or 

young person and record the outcome of the 

conversation  

• If appropriate, discuss concerns/observations 

with ALNCo / Headteacher and/or school nurse  

• Look at the child or young person’s historical 
educational and medical information 

• Discuss concerns/observations with the child or 

young person’s previous teachers / setting  

• Look at the range of assessments qualitative, 

quantitative and summative for the child or 

young person 

• Observe the potential barriers to learning that 

are being experienced across a range of 

contexts  

• Act on external advice from educational and 

health agencies 

• Carry out further assessments as necessary  

• Ensure Class teacher and Teaching assistants 

receive relevant Continuing Professional 

Development (CPD), e.g. manual handling etc. 

• Identify gaps in learning and provide focussed 

teaching   

• Place yourself where children/young people 

can see your face clearly and you can see them   

• Ensure text and print is displayed using 

appropriate font and/or colour background   

• Keep all distractions to a minimum   

• Have clearly differentiated success criteria   

• Allow extra time for processing information, 

answering and completing tasks   

• Allow for frequent practice through recall and 

repetition   

• Use a variety of strategies for recording   

• Present new information in small chunks 

keeping language simple   

• Ensure that targets are SMART and achievable   

• Have visual prompts on display   

• Use colour highlighting for word patterns, 

prefixes, suffixes etc.   

• Introduce new material in a multi-sensory way – 
show it, listen to it, look at it, hear it, say it, 

write it   

• Use technology to support learning   

• Encourage Peer support   

• Provide visual and practical resources to 

present  key information   

• Encourage the use of spelling strategies, for 

example: mnemonics, words within words, base 

words and suffixes etc.   

 

Universal (including targeted interventions) 

School Cognition and 

Learning 
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10. An overview of ALN Funding 
 

10.1. Funding in mainstream provision 

 

Schools 

 

Universal and Targeted Conwy 

Conwy delegated school budgets comprise of a number of different formula elements which collectively build the final 

budget allocation.    

 

Specific formula elements are allocated for the support and provision of children and young people with additional learning 

needs, and in addition, schools are expected to allocate at least 5% of their core budget to support pupils with ALN.  

 

Universal and targeted support should be funded from within the age weighted pupil unit, leaving the specific ALN elements 

to be used for additional learning provision (ALP).  However, where appropriate and justified, funding within the specific ALN 

elements can be used to enhance universal and targeted support with the aim of reducing the need for ALP for specific areas 

of need.  For example, where there is a clear evidence base and rationale that improving universal level understanding and 

practice can reduce the need for ALP for individual learners. 

 

Flintshire 

Flintshire delegated school budgets comprise of a number of different formula elements which collectively build the final 

budget allocation.  Element 4 of the budget is the component based on the additional learning needs (ALN) of each school 

cohort and comprises of the core school funding for ALN and additional funding for those with significant needs (see ALP 

section). Whilst the budget is made up of the specific elements, it should be considered as a whole and allocated in response 

to the needs of the cohort; spending on each area should not necessarily be restricted to the specific amount identified per 

element but in response to need.  

Schools are expected to allocate at least 5% of their core budget to support pupils with ALN 

School ALP Conwy 

There are specific formula elements allocated to schools for the support and provision of children and young people with 

additional learning needs in Conwy.  

 

This funding should be used by each school to ensure appropriate staffing and delivery of evidence based provision for 

children with additional learning needs.  

 

Full breakdown of all delegated funding, including ALN funding, is included in the annual Section 52 document.  This funding 

is then subject to regular review to ensure its effectiveness in meeting the needs of the learners in Conwy.  
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Any changes to the formula funding require agreement from the School Budget Forum and statutory consultation with all 

Governing Bodies. 

 

Flintshire 

Funding to cover ALP is fully delegated to schools. Funding to cover full time Teaching Assistant support for significant 

physical and medical needs is known as Band C.  

 

Requests for Band C funding are submitted to the local authority Schools Delegation Panel which authorises expenditure 

against the delegated budgets on behalf of schools.  

 

Some pupils with ALN will also be eligible for additional funding such as the Pupil Development Grant. 

Specialist (Local Authority 

ALP) 

Conwy 

In Conwy, Specialist provision is funded in two ways, either through delegation to schools for school coordinated provision 

(as agreed in consultation with them), or through centrally retained funding for centrally delivered provision.  

 

Specialist Provision in Conwy comprises Specialist Learning Support (Dyslexia), Specialist Speech and Language Disorder 

Team (Outreach and Resource Provision), Learning Resource Provision, Autism Resource Provision, Pupil Referral Units 

(Education Centres) and Special School.  Details of how each are funded is described below in Section 12.2. 

 

Flintshire 

Please refer to the Flintshire County Council Policy Framework for children with ALN for an overview of resource provision 

and specialist schools that are available within Flintshire. 

 

Resource Provision and Specialist schools are funded differently to mainstream schools. Please see below. 
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10.2. Funding in resource and specialist provision 
 

Conwy 

Please refer to Conwy’s Additional Learning Needs web pages and/or Policy for an overview of specialist provision that is available in Conwy. In addition to the 

specialist provision described below, Conwy schools also benefit from centrally funded specialist advisory services who provide advice at all levels of the continuum 

of support (universal through to specialist), for example, Autism Outreach, Sensory Support, ALN/Inclusion Teachers and Educational Psychology.  

  

Type of Provision 

 

Primary Sector 

 

Secondary Sector 

 

Learning Support (Dyslexia) 

 

Funding is retained centrally to provide a central 

service to all Conwy Primary schools on a needs led 

basis. 

 

Funding is delegated to Conwy Secondary Schools to 

provide a needs led service ‘in house’. 

 

Specialist Speech and Language Disorder Team 

(Outreach) 

 

Funding is retained centrally to provide a central 

service to all Conwy schools on a needs led basis. This 

is supplemented by Specialist Speech and Language 

Therapists funded by BCUHB. 

 

Funding is retained centrally to provide a central 

service to all Conwy schools on a needs led basis. This 

is supplemented by Specialist Speech and Language 

Therapists funded by BCUHB. 

 

Language Resource Provision 

 

Funding is allocated by the LA to the host school(s) in 

order to run the resource class(es) for a set number of 

pupils.  This is supplemented by Specialist Speech and 

Language Therapists funded by BCUHB. 

 

Not applicable 

 

Autism Resource Provision 

 

Funding is allocated by the LA to the host school(s) in 

order to run the resource class(es) for a set number of 

pupils. 

 

Funding is allocated by the LA to the host school(s) in 

order to run the resource class(es) for a set number of 

pupils. 

 

Learning Resource Provision 

 

Funding is allocated by the LA to the host school(s) in 

order to run the resource class(es) for a set number of 

pupils. 

 

Funding is allocated by the LA to the host school(s) in 

order to run the resource class(es) for a set number of 

pupils. 
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Pupil Referral Units 

 

Funding is retained centrally to provide a central 

service to all Conwy schools on a needs led basis. 

 

Funding is delegated to Conwy Secondary Schools 

with the option to ‘buy in’ to the LA’s centrally 
delivered service. 

 

Special School 

 

Conwy’s special school operates under delegated arrangements as a specialist school.  However the Local 

Authority is the admissions body and children and placed by the LA’s Moderation Panel according to a set of 
agreed access criteria.   

 

Flintshire 

 

Funding for Resource Provisions  

 

There are currently 10 schools with Resource provisions in Flintshire. Each specialises in a particular 

type (or types) of ALN, for example: Hearing Impairment, Social Communication or Behaviour, 

Emotional and Social Difficulties. Each school with a specialist Resource provision has a Service Level 

Agreement which details the number of places, criteria for entry and exit and the funding allocated to 

the school to make the provision.   

 

If a Resource provision school goes over the number of allocated places available as agreed by the 

Local Authority and the school, additional funding will be allocated to enable the additional provision 

to be made and this arrangement will be reviewed on an annual basis.  SLAs will be reviewed on a two 

yearly basis; a review may be brought forward where a permanent change to the provision is required. 

If a Flintshire school with Resource provision has a pupil from another Local Authority area within the 

provision, the Local Authority will claim funding on the school’s behalf and transfer the funding to the 
school’s budget. 

 

Funding for Specialist Schools  

 

Specialist schools specialise in meeting particular types of ALN and are funded on an annual basis via a combination of pupil numbers and individual support 

needs.  Pupils are allocated to one of five support band categories and are reviewed collaboratively on an annual basis by the school and the Local Authority.   

Similar to Resource provision, where a school has a pupil placed from a different county, the Local Authority will claim funding on the school’s behalf and transfer 
the funding to the school’s budget. 
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assessment process). The named local authority designated coordinator will 

discuss this with all parties involved.  

 

Parents/carers can request that any other person be consulted for 

information where the local authority considers it reasonable to do so. 

Examples of this may include another party who has had recent experience of 

the child or young person in the last 12 months. The local authority would 

not usually seek to commission new assessments from professionals (e.g. 

Occupational Therapist) with whom the child/young person is not currently 

working.  

 

When all of the information requested as part of the consideration/re-

consideration has been received, the designated coordinator will meet with 

parents/carers and the child or young person to co-produce a document 

which reflects the advice. If the decision is taken that ALP is necessary, the 

co-produced document will form the basis of an IDP.  

 

If the decision is made that a local authority prepared IDP is not necessary, 

the designated coordinator will meet with parents/carers and the educational 

setting to discuss this and next steps.  

 

Please send all referrals for Local Authority consideration using the 

appropriate referral form to your respective ALN team (ALN@conwy.gov.uk  / 

aln@flintshire.gov.uk ).  

 

All decisions relating to ALN consideration/re-consideration are made by 

multi-agency panels comprising of representatives from Health, Social Care, 

Early Years Teams, Primary, Secondary and Special Schools, Educational 

Psychology, Additional Learning Needs Teams, and SNAP Cymru. 
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12. Health 
 

12.1. The Designated Education Clinical Lead Officer (DECLO) 
 

The Designated Education Clinical Lead Officer (DECLO) role is a key 

factor in supporting the health service in its implementation of the 

ALNET Act.   

 

There are significant new requirements on Health Boards in Wales 

following the ALNET Act.    

 

The local health board functions that the DECLO is responsible for 

coordinating include:  

 

(a) Referrals to the Local Health Board to consider whether there is a 

relevant treatment or service likely to be of benefit in addressing 

the ALN of a child or young person. NHS Additional Learning 

Provision (ALP)   

(b) securing the ALP (that is, the relevant treatment or service) 

described in an IDP as provision to be secured by the Local Health 

Board (including taking reasonable steps to secure its provision in 

Welsh where this is required);  

(c) Facilitating participation in reviews of IDPs in which a relevant 

treatment or service is set out as ALP to be secured by the Local 

Health Board.  

(d) Overseeing requests from local authorities to the Local Health 

Board for information or other help, which the former requires for 

the purpose of exercising its ALN functions.  

(e) Informing parents and local authorities of the Local Health Board’s 
view that a child under compulsory school age probably has ALN.  

(f) Giving  evidence to the Tribunal in an appeal in relation to ALN 

matters  

(g) Dealing with recommendations made to the Local Health Board by 

the Tribunal about the exercise of the Local Health Board’s 
functions. 

 

 

 

12.2. Role of the DELCO 

 

The role of the DECLO is a strategic one which includes the following 

responsibilities:  

 

(h) collaborating with others 

(i) raising awareness of the ALN system across the Local Health Board  

(j) managing efficient and consistent systems within the Local Health Board 

to enable it to exercise its functions under the Act.  

(k) managing the Local Health Board’s involvement in complaints, disputes 
and appeals to the Tribunal which are concerned with the exercise of its 

functions under the Act.  

(l) Measuring the compliance and quality assurance of Local Health Board 

activities.  

(m) Quality assuring advice to minimise variation in practice and promote 

realistic expectations. 

 

12.3. What you can expect from the DECLO   

 

At individual level: queries or concerns when children or young people have 

complex health needs, that are / may be impacting learning.   

 

At service level: training on health aspects of ALN ; further information in 

relation to health aspects of the IDP ; guidance if you are unsure of which 

health professional to contact; support for complaints, mediation and 

tribunal; link with health services in young offenders services   

 

At strategic level: information on the development of joint commissioning 

for ALN and extending health services up to age 25; integrated health 

pathways and reduction in duplication; governance structure for escalation of 

concerns/complaints; integration and embedding of ALN into all relevant 

health board services and divisions.  Integration of ALN into programmes 

such as “Let Me Flourish”, “No Wrong Door”. Etc.   
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https://bcuhb.nhs.wales/links/external-links/health-care-professions-council/
https://bcuhb.nhs.wales/links/external-links/royal-college-of-speech-and-language-therapists/
https://bcuhb.nhs.wales/links/external-links/royal-college-of-speech-and-language-therapists/
mailto:BCU.DECLO@wales.nhs.uk


https://www.conwy.gov.uk/en/Resident/Social-Care-and-Wellbeing/Children-and-families/Conwy-Family-Centres/Our-Family-Support-Standards.aspx


mailto:earlyhelphub.referral@flintshire.gov.uk
http://www.conwy.gov.uk/familylife
https://www.conwy.gov.uk/en/Resident/Social-Care-and-Wellbeing/Children-and-families/Children-and-Families.aspx
https://www.conwy.gov.uk/en/Resident/Social-Care-and-Wellbeing/Children-and-families/Children-and-Families.aspx
https://www.conwy.gov.uk/en/Resident/Social-Care-and-Wellbeing/Im-worried-about-somebody/assets/documents/Referral-Form-Children-and-Families2018.docx
https://www.conwy.gov.uk/en/Resident/Social-Care-and-Wellbeing/Im-worried-about-somebody/assets/documents/Referral-Form-Children-and-Families2018.docx
https://www.conwy.gov.uk/en/Resident/Social-Care-and-Wellbeing/Im-worried-about-somebody/assets/documents/Referral-Form-Children-and-Families2018.docx
mailto:duty@conwy.gov.uk
https://www.conwy.gov.uk/en/Resident/Social-Care-and-Wellbeing/Social-Care-and-Wellbeing.aspx
https://www.conwy.gov.uk/en/Resident/Social-Care-and-Wellbeing/Social-Care-and-Wellbeing.aspx
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14. Glossary 
 

A, B, C   Antecedent, Behaviour, Consequence  

ACES   Adverse Childhood Experiences   

AD   Attachment Disorder  

ADD   Attention Deficit Disorder   

ADHD   Attention Deficit Hyperactive Disorder  

ALN   Additional Learning Needs   

ALNCo   Additional Learning Needs Co-ordinator  

ALNET  Additional Learning Needs and Educational Tribunal (Wales) 

Act  

ALNLO  ALN Lead Officer 

ALP   Additional Learning Provision   

ASD   Autism Spectrum Disorder  

BESD  Behavioral, Emotional and Social Development  

CAP   Cognitive Abilities Profile  

CPD   Continuing Professional Development  

DECLO   Designated Clinical Lead Officer  

ELSA   Emotional Literacy Support Assistants  

EP   Educational Psychologist 

ICP  Individual Communication Plan 

IDP   Individual Development Plan   

ILS   Independent Life Skills  

IRS   Individual Reactive Strategy  

LAC   Looked After child  

LAT   Local Authority Team  

LDD   Learning Difficulties and/or Disabilities   

MLD   Moderate Learning Difficulties  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OT   Occupational Therapy  

PASS   Pupil Attitude to Self and School  

PEP   Personal Education Plan  

PMLD   Profound and Multiple Learning Difficulties   

QTVI   Qualified Teacher of the Visually Impaired  

SALT   Speech and Language Therapy  

SEMH   Social, Emotional and Mental Health  

SEN   Special Educational Needs   

SIS  Sensory Inclusion Service 

SLCN   Speech, Language and Communication Needs   

SLD   Severe Learning Difficulties   

SLTs  Speech and Language Therapists 

SpLD   Specific Learning Difficulties   

SPOA   Single Point of Access  

SSS   Sensory Support Service  

STOD   Specialist Teacher of the Deaf  

TIs  Technical Instructors 

TOD  Teacher of the Deaf 

VI   Visual Impairment  

HI   Hearing Impairment  

MSI  Multi-Sensory Impairment (a combination of vision and 

hearing) difficulties)  

PD   Physical Disability  
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Appendix 3: Suggested Assessments 

The below assessments have not been endorsed by the Local Authority, but have been suggested by experienced, local Cheshire East 

school SENCOs and Conwy and Flintshire ALNCOs following their own use. Such assessments should be used in conjunction with 

observations from class teachers etc. 

 

Name of 

Assessment 

Which need 

does it assess? 

 

What does it 

measure/assess? (Brief 

description) 

Does the 

assessment 

result in a 

standardise

d score? 

 

Is formal 

training or 

a 

qualificatio

n required 

to use the 

assessment? 

Where is it 

available 

from? (e.g. 

Company 

name and/or 

web link if 

possible) 

Additional 

comments 

from SENCOs 

Accelerated 

Reader 

Cognition 

and 

Learning 

 

Reading programme with 

assessments built in 

 

 
Yes 

 
No 

Renaissance 

http://www.renle

arn.co.uk/ 

accelerated-

reader/ 

 

 
Access Reading 

Test (ART) 

 
Reading 

comprehension 

 

Looks at strengths and 

weaknesses in four key 

aspects of reading 

comprehension: Literal 

comprehension, 

vocabulary, 

inference and analysis 

 

 
Yes 

 
Yes 

Hodder: 

https://www.hod

dereduca 

tion.co.uk/Acces

sReadingT est 

 

 

All Wales 

Reading Test  

(AWRT) 

  

Reading 

 

Designed for 5 years 10 

months – 16 years 5 

months 

 

Yes 

 

Yes 

 

https://awrt.onli

ne/  
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https://www.hoddereducation.co.uk/AccessReadingTest
https://www.hoddereducation.co.uk/AccessReadingTest
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Name of 

Assessment 

Which need 

does it assess? 

 

What does it 

measure/assess? (Brief 

description) 

Does the 

assessment 

result in a 

standardise

d score? 

 

Is formal 

training or 

a 

qualificatio

n required 

to use the 

assessment? 

Where is it 

available 

from? (e.g. 

Company 

name and/or 

web link if 

possible) 

Additional 

comments 

from SENCOs 

 
British Picture 

Vocabulary 

Scale (BPVS) 

 
Verbal reasoning 

 
Understanding of 
vocabulary- each 

word has four pictures to 

select from to show if they 

understand word 

meaning. Gives idea of 

general understanding of 

the world. Verbal 

Reasoning General ability 

measure. Used alongside 

Non Verbal Reasoning to  

compare.  Designed for 3 - 

16 years, English first 

language. 

 

 

Yes and age 

equivalent 

 
No 

 

GL assessment 

https://www.gl- 

assessment.co.u

k/product 

s/british-

picture- 

vocabulary-

scale-bpvs3/ 

 

Recommended for 

use with dyslexia 

portfolio screener  

 

Cognitive 

Abilities Test 

(CAT4) 

 
Cognitive 

abilities test 

Reasoning with words, 

numbers, shapes and 

designs. Designed for 

children and young 

people aged 6 - 17+ 

years. 

 

 
Yes 

 
Yes 

GL 

Asses

sment 

https:

//ww

w.gl- 

assessment.co.u

k/product s/ 

cognitive-

abilities-test-

cat4/ 
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https://www.gl-assessment.co.uk/products/british-picture-vocabulary-scale-bpvs3/
https://www.gl-assessment.co.uk/products/british-picture-vocabulary-scale-bpvs3/
https://www.gl-assessment.co.uk/products/british-picture-vocabulary-scale-bpvs3/
https://www.gl-assessment.co.uk/products/british-picture-vocabulary-scale-bpvs3/
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https://www.gl-assessment.co.uk/products/british-picture-vocabulary-scale-bpvs3/
https://www.gl-assessment.co.uk/products/british-picture-vocabulary-scale-bpvs3/
https://www.gl-assessment.co.uk/products/cognitive-abilities-test-cat4/
https://www.gl-assessment.co.uk/products/cognitive-abilities-test-cat4/
https://www.gl-assessment.co.uk/products/cognitive-abilities-test-cat4/
https://www.gl-assessment.co.uk/products/cognitive-abilities-test-cat4/
https://www.gl-assessment.co.uk/products/cognitive-abilities-test-cat4/
https://www.gl-assessment.co.uk/products/cognitive-abilities-test-cat4/
https://www.gl-assessment.co.uk/products/cognitive-abilities-test-cat4/
https://www.gl-assessment.co.uk/products/cognitive-abilities-test-cat4/
https://www.gl-assessment.co.uk/products/cognitive-abilities-test-cat4/
https://www.gl-assessment.co.uk/products/cognitive-abilities-test-cat4/
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Name of 

Assessment 

Which need 

does it assess? 

 

What does it 

measure/assess? (Brief 

description) 

Does the 

assessment 

result in a 

standardise

d score? 

 

Is formal 

training or 

a 

qualificatio

n required 

to use the 

assessment? 

Where is it 

available 

from? (e.g. 

Company 

name and/or 

web link if 

possible) 

Additional 

comments 

from SENCOs 

 
Comprehensi

ve Test of 

Phonological 

Processing - 

Second 

Edition 

(CTOPP-2) 

 

 

Phonological 

processing 

 
Phonological awareness, 

phonological memory 

and rapid naming. 

Designed for 4 years to 

24 years 11 months. 

 

 

 

 

 
Yes 

 

 

 
Yes 

 

R Wagner et al 

(Authors) 

Available from: 

http://www.pears

onclinical 

.co.uk/AlliedHeal

th/Paedia 

tricAssessments/

Phonolog ical 

Awareness/ctop

p- 

2/comprehensiv

e-test-of- 

phonological-

processing- 

second-

edition.aspx 

 

Diagnostic 

Reading 

Assessment 

Cognition 

and 

Learning 

Diagnostic Reading 

Analysis (DRA) is an oral, 

one-to-one standardised 

test to accurately assess 

your less able readers. 

 

What factors does DRA 

assess? 

 
Yes 

 
No 

https://www.hod

dereducation.co.

uk/diagnosticrea

dinganalysis  
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http://www.pearsonclinical.co.uk/AlliedHealth/PaediatricAssessments/PhonologicalAwareness/ctopp-2/comprehensive-test-of-phonological-processing-second-edition.aspx
http://www.pearsonclinical.co.uk/AlliedHealth/PaediatricAssessments/PhonologicalAwareness/ctopp-2/comprehensive-test-of-phonological-processing-second-edition.aspx
http://www.pearsonclinical.co.uk/AlliedHealth/PaediatricAssessments/PhonologicalAwareness/ctopp-2/comprehensive-test-of-phonological-processing-second-edition.aspx
http://www.pearsonclinical.co.uk/AlliedHealth/PaediatricAssessments/PhonologicalAwareness/ctopp-2/comprehensive-test-of-phonological-processing-second-edition.aspx
http://www.pearsonclinical.co.uk/AlliedHealth/PaediatricAssessments/PhonologicalAwareness/ctopp-2/comprehensive-test-of-phonological-processing-second-edition.aspx
http://www.pearsonclinical.co.uk/AlliedHealth/PaediatricAssessments/PhonologicalAwareness/ctopp-2/comprehensive-test-of-phonological-processing-second-edition.aspx
http://www.pearsonclinical.co.uk/AlliedHealth/PaediatricAssessments/PhonologicalAwareness/ctopp-2/comprehensive-test-of-phonological-processing-second-edition.aspx
http://www.pearsonclinical.co.uk/AlliedHealth/PaediatricAssessments/PhonologicalAwareness/ctopp-2/comprehensive-test-of-phonological-processing-second-edition.aspx
http://www.pearsonclinical.co.uk/AlliedHealth/PaediatricAssessments/PhonologicalAwareness/ctopp-2/comprehensive-test-of-phonological-processing-second-edition.aspx
http://www.pearsonclinical.co.uk/AlliedHealth/PaediatricAssessments/PhonologicalAwareness/ctopp-2/comprehensive-test-of-phonological-processing-second-edition.aspx
http://www.pearsonclinical.co.uk/AlliedHealth/PaediatricAssessments/PhonologicalAwareness/ctopp-2/comprehensive-test-of-phonological-processing-second-edition.aspx
http://www.pearsonclinical.co.uk/AlliedHealth/PaediatricAssessments/PhonologicalAwareness/ctopp-2/comprehensive-test-of-phonological-processing-second-edition.aspx
http://www.pearsonclinical.co.uk/AlliedHealth/PaediatricAssessments/PhonologicalAwareness/ctopp-2/comprehensive-test-of-phonological-processing-second-edition.aspx
http://www.pearsonclinical.co.uk/AlliedHealth/PaediatricAssessments/PhonologicalAwareness/ctopp-2/comprehensive-test-of-phonological-processing-second-edition.aspx
http://www.pearsonclinical.co.uk/AlliedHealth/PaediatricAssessments/PhonologicalAwareness/ctopp-2/comprehensive-test-of-phonological-processing-second-edition.aspx
https://www.hoddereducation.co.uk/diagnosticreadinganalysis
https://www.hoddereducation.co.uk/diagnosticreadinganalysis
https://www.hoddereducation.co.uk/diagnosticreadinganalysis
https://www.hoddereducation.co.uk/diagnosticreadinganalysis
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Name of 

Assessment 

Which need 

does it assess? 

 

What does it 

measure/assess? (Brief 

description) 

Does the 

assessment 

result in a 

standardise

d score? 

 

Is formal 

training or 

a 

qualificatio

n required 

to use the 

assessment? 

Where is it 

available 

from? (e.g. 

Company 

name and/or 

web link if 

possible) 

Additional 

comments 

from SENCOs 

Reading accuracy 

Reading speed 

Reading comprehension 

Comprehension processing 

speed 

Single word reading 

accuracy 

Reading age 

Comprehension age 

Single word reading age 

 

What do schools use DRA 

for? 

To provide standardised 

measures of a pupil's 

reading ability. 

To measure progress by re-

testing with the parallel 

forms following an 

intervention programme. 

To help create a pen portrait 

for pupils who may need 

special arrangements, such 

as additional time in 

National Tests. 
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Name of 

Assessment 

Which need 

does it assess? 

 

What does it 

measure/assess? (Brief 

description) 

Does the 

assessment 

result in a 

standardise

d score? 

 

Is formal 

training or 

a 

qualificatio

n required 

to use the 

assessment? 

Where is it 

available 

from? (e.g. 

Company 

name and/or 

web link if 

possible) 

Additional 

comments 

from SENCOs 

  
Dyslexia 

Screener  

 

First stage 

screening 

assessment for 

dyslexic 

tendencies  

 

Identifies dyslexic 

tendencies in pupils aged 

5–16+ years and 

recommends intervention 

strategies   

  

Yes  

  

Yes  

 

GL Assessment  

 

https://www.gl-  

assessment.co.uk/

product  

s/dyslexia-

screener- 

portfolio-and-

guidance/  

  

 

 

 

 

 
Dyslexia 

Portfolio 

 

Individual follow-

up assessment to 

the 

Dyslexia 

Screener (see 

above) for those 

pupils who may 

have been 

screened as 

having dyslexic 

tendencies, or 

whose 

performance in 

literacy is 

causing concern. 

 

Assesses the following: 

Naming Speed Reading 

Speed Phoneme Deletion 

Non-word Reading Single 

Word Spelling 

Recall of Digits forwards 

Recall of Digits backward 

Single Word Reading 

Writing – copy / free 

writing speed 

 
Yes for each 

area 

 
No 

 
GL assessment 

https://www.gl- 

assessment.co.u

k/product s/ 

dyslexia-

screener- 

portfolio-and-

guidance/ 

 
Need a measure 

of general ability 

for it to give a 

measure of level 

of dyslexia, which 

is measured A 

(none) to E 

(severe). Online 

report generation 

tool produces a 

report for teacher 

and parents.  
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https://www.gl-assessment.co.uk/products/dyslexia-screener-portfolio-and-guidance/
https://www.gl-assessment.co.uk/products/dyslexia-screener-portfolio-and-guidance/
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https://www.gl-assessment.co.uk/products/dyslexia-screener-portfolio-and-guidance/
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https://www.gl-assessment.co.uk/products/dyslexia-screener-portfolio-and-guidance/
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Name of 

Assessment 

Which need 

does it assess? 

 

What does it 

measure/assess? (Brief 

description) 

Does the 

assessment 

result in a 

standardise

d score? 

 

Is formal 

training or 

a 

qualificatio

n required 

to use the 

assessment? 

Where is it 

available 

from? (e.g. 

Company 

name and/or 

web link if 

possible) 

Additional 

comments 

from SENCOs 

Assesses 

individual signs 

of dyslexia. 

 

 

 

 
Glannau Menai 

 
Welsh reading 

and   

spelling 

 
 A standardised reading 

and spelling test to 

measure skills.  It can be 

used to identify where 

interventions may be 

needed.   

 

 
Yes 

 
Yes 

 

Publisher: Cyd-

bwyllgor 

Anghenion 

Addysgol 

Arbennig, Cyngor 

Sir Ynys Môn a 

Chyngor Gwynedd, 

1998 

 

 

Helen Arkell 

Spelling Test 

(HAST-2) 

 

Spelling 

 

 Single word spelling test. 

 

 Designed for 5 years-adult. 

 

 Can be administered in a 

group or    

 individually  

 

 

 

Yes 
 

Yes 
 

https://www.helen

arkell.org.uk/shop/

helen-arkell-

publications/helen

-arkell-spelling-

test-hast-2.php  
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https://www.helenarkell.org.uk/shop/helen-arkell-publications/helen-arkell-spelling-test-hast-2.php
https://www.helenarkell.org.uk/shop/helen-arkell-publications/helen-arkell-spelling-test-hast-2.php
https://www.helenarkell.org.uk/shop/helen-arkell-publications/helen-arkell-spelling-test-hast-2.php
https://www.helenarkell.org.uk/shop/helen-arkell-publications/helen-arkell-spelling-test-hast-2.php
https://www.helenarkell.org.uk/shop/helen-arkell-publications/helen-arkell-spelling-test-hast-2.php
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Name of 

Assessment 

Which need 

does it assess? 

 

What does it 

measure/assess? (Brief 

description) 

Does the 

assessment 

result in a 

standardise

d score? 

 

Is formal 

training or 

a 

qualificatio

n required 

to use the 

assessment? 

Where is it 

available 

from? (e.g. 

Company 

name and/or 

web link if 

possible) 

Additional 

comments 

from SENCOs 

Multi-lingual 

Assessment 

Battery for Early 

Literacy (MABEL) 

 

Literacy A standardised battery of 

14 tests which assess early 

literacy and related skills 

across 5 languages 

including English and 

Welsh.   

 

Yes Yes https://research.

bangor.ac.uk/por

tal/ 

en/researchoutp

uts/mabel(b30be

62f-5989-44fa-

af53-

1536f700037a).h

tml  

 

 New Group 

Reading   

 Test (NGRT) 

 

Reading 

 

A standardised group 

reading test to measure 

reading skills.  It can be 

used to identify where 

interventions may be 

needed.   

 

 
Yes 

 
Yes 

 

https://www.gl-

assessment.co.uk

/assessments/ne

w-group-

reading-test/    

 

 

 

Lucid - Ability 

 

Computerised 

assessment 

of verbal and 

non- verbal 

skills 

 

Verbal consists of questions 

to test 

vocabulary, verbal 

analogies, logical 

reasoning, symbol 

manipulation etc. 

 

Non verbal consists of 

visualisation of sequences 

 

Standardised 

scores, Age 

equivalents 

and 

percentiles. 

Results are 

independen

t of reading 

attainment. 

 

No 

 

GL Assessment 

https://www.gl- 

assessment.co.uk

/products/lucid-

ability/ 

 

Lucid Ability can 

be  

used with ages 4-

16, has a more 

enjoyable format 

and results are 

interpreted 

graphical.  
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https://research.bangor.ac.uk/portal/en/researchoutputs/mabel(b30be62f-5989-44fa-af53-1536f700037a).html
https://research.bangor.ac.uk/portal/en/researchoutputs/mabel(b30be62f-5989-44fa-af53-1536f700037a).html
https://research.bangor.ac.uk/portal/en/researchoutputs/mabel(b30be62f-5989-44fa-af53-1536f700037a).html
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Name of 

Assessment 

Which need 

does it assess? 

 

What does it 

measure/assess? (Brief 

description) 

Does the 

assessment 

result in a 

standardise

d score? 

 

Is formal 

training or 

a 

qualificatio

n required 

to use the 

assessment? 

Where is it 

available 

from? (e.g. 

Company 

name and/or 

web link if 

possible) 

Additional 

comments 

from SENCOs 

patterns etc. Paper or 

digital formats available 

for different age groups 

 

Lucid Ability 

also gives 

an estimate 

of general 

intelligence. 

 

Cost implication 

as licence needs 

renewing 

annually.  
 

 

Lucid - Rapid 

(part of the 

'Lucid' suite of 

assessments for 

specific 

learning 

difficulties) 

 

Provides 

an 

indicatio

n of 

dyslexia 

Quick group/class 

screening for dyslexia in 

pupils aged 4 to 15 

Consists of 4 sub-tests 

according to age - 

Phonological processing, 

Working memory, Visual-

verbal integration 

memory, Phonic decoding 

skills 

 

 

Standardised 

scores, Age 

equivalents 

and centiles 

The 

administrator'

s manual 

explains how 

to interpret 

results and 

their 

implications 

for learning. 

 
GL Assessment 

https://www.gl- 

assessment.co.u

k/product 

s/lucid/ 

 
Computerised tests, 

more enjoyable 

format, results 

immediate and 

interpreted 

graphical. Cost 

implication as 

licence needs 

renewing annually.  

 

 

Lucid - LASS 

(part of the 

'Lucid' suite of 

assessments for 

specific 

learning 

 

 

Cognitio

n & 

Learning 

 

Designed to highlight 

differences between 

actual and expected 

literacy levels, with two 

versions: 8- 11 years and 

11-15 years. Assesses 

areas such as: visual 

 

 

Yes in each 

area 

 
 

No, but some 

preferable to 

read the 

resulting 

charts. 

 
GL Assessment 

https://www.gl- 

assessment.co.u

k/product 

s/lucid/ 
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Name of 

Assessment 

Which need 

does it assess? 

 

What does it 

measure/assess? (Brief 

description) 

Does the 

assessment 

result in a 

standardise

d score? 

 

Is formal 

training or 

a 

qualificatio

n required 

to use the 

assessment? 

Where is it 

available 

from? (e.g. 

Company 

name and/or 

web link if 

possible) 

Additional 

comments 

from SENCOs 

difficulties) memory, auditory-verbal 

memory, spelling, 

reasoning, and reading for 

meaning, 

reading single words & 

phonological processing. 

 
Nessy - 

Dyslexia Quest 

screening 

 

Cognition and 

Learning. 

Provides a report 

of learning 

abilities 

associated with 

dyslexia. 

 

Assesses 6 cognitive 

ability areas, including: 

Processing speed, 

phonological awareness, 

auditory sequential 

memory, visual word 

memory, visual sequential 

memory and working 

memory 

 
 

Yes in each 

area 

 
 

No, it 

generates a 

report. 

 
Nessy 

https://www.ness

y.com/uk 

/product/dyslexia

- 

screening/ 

 

 

 
New Salford 

Sentence 

Reading Test 

 
Reading - 

accuracy and an 

optional 

measure for 

checking 

comprehension 

 
Gives a reading age and a 

comprehension age. 

Consists of 3 equivalent 

sets of graded sentences. 

Suitable for less able 

readers from the age of 6 

upwards. 

 
Yes 

Standardised 

scores, Age 

equivalents 

and 

percentiles 

 

SENCO: 

No, the 

manual is 

clear 

and 

easy to 

follow. 

 

SENCO: 

 
Colin McCarty 

and Marie 

Lallaway 

(Authors) 

https://www.ho

ddereduca 

tion.co.uk/New-

Salford- 

Sentence-

 
SENCO: It is 

quick to 

administer 

and to  

score. Useful to 

measure 

progress on a 

termly basis.  
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Name of 

Assessment 

Which need 

does it assess? 

 

What does it 

measure/assess? (Brief 

description) 

Does the 

assessment 

result in a 

standardise

d score? 

 

Is formal 

training or 

a 

qualificatio

n required 

to use the 

assessment? 

Where is it 

available 

from? (e.g. 

Company 

name and/or 

web link if 

possible) 

Additional 

comments 

from SENCOs 

would advise 

reading the 

manual 

carefully and 

carrying out 

some practice 

tests on 

children you 

are not 

concerned 

about. 

 

 

 

Reading-Test SENCO: We do 

this on all year 

3s in September 

and then every 

term for any 

children who are 

flagged up as 

not performing 

as well as  

they could be.  

 

 
Phonological 

Assessment 

Battery (PHAB) 

 
Phonological 

awareness 

and 

processing 

 
Designed to assess 

phonological processing 

in individual children. It is 

a practical measure that 

identifies children aged 6-

14 years who have 

significant phonological 

difficulties and need 

special help in processing 

sounds in spoken 

language. 

 

Yes 

Standardised 

scores, Age 

equivalents 

and 

percentiles 

 

No, however 

would 

recommend 

reading the 

manual 

carefully and 

perhaps 

watching 

someone 

experienced 

in using it 

before doing 

 
GL Assessment 

https://www.gl- 

assessment.co.u

k/product 

s/phonological- 

assessment-

battery-phab/ 

 
 SENCO: EPs often 

ask about this 

when there are 

concerns about a 

child or young 

person's literacy 

skills.  

  

SENCO: Scores 

are presented 

on a computer 
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Name of 

Assessment 

Which need 

does it assess? 

 

What does it 

measure/assess? (Brief 

description) 

Does the 

assessment 

result in a 

standardise

d score? 

 

Is formal 

training or 

a 

qualificatio

n required 

to use the 

assessment? 

Where is it 

available 

from? (e.g. 

Company 

name and/or 

web link if 

possible) 

Additional 

comments 

from SENCOs 

on your own. 

It’s quite 

involved. 

generated 

graph for easy 

visual 

interpretation 

 
PM Benchmark 

Reading 

Assessment 

 

Reading - 

assesses 

instructional and 

independent 

reading levels 

and 

understanding 

of 

the texts 

 

 
Consists of 46 levelled 

fiction and non-fiction 

texts ranging from 

emergent levels to 

reading age 12. 

 
 

No 

 
No 

 
Available from: 

https://shop.sch

olastic.co. 

uk/series/1080 

 
A useful 

screening tool 

for monitoring  

purposes. Easy to 

administer and 

can be used as 

often as  

required.  

 
  

Precision 

teaching of the 

common 

words  

  
Reading - 

measures word 

recall  

  

Consists of reading target 

words automatically, on a 

daily basis.  

 

No - 

Proficiency 

level is 

95% 

accuracy   

 No  
 

Conwy ALN 

Inclusion Team   

  
Quick and 

easy to 

monitor.  

Raven Coloured 

Progressive 

Matrices 

 
Non Verbal 

Reasoning 

 
Puzzles/patterns of 

increasing complexity - 

children have to identify 

the missing piece from 4 

 
Yes and age 

equivalent 

 
Yes 

 

John C 

Raven et 

al 

(Author) 

Available from: 
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Name of 

Assessment 

Which need 

does it assess? 

 

What does it 

measure/assess? (Brief 

description) 

Does the 

assessment 

result in a 

standardise

d score? 

 

Is formal 

training or 

a 

qualificatio

n required 

to use the 

assessment? 

Where is it 

available 

from? (e.g. 

Company 

name and/or 

web link if 

possible) 

Additional 

comments 

from SENCOs 

choices. Gives Non Verbal 

Reasoning general ability 

measure. 

 

http://www.pears

onclinical 

.co.uk/Psychology

/ChildCo 

gnitionNeurops

ychologya 

ndLanguage/Chi

ldGeneral 

Abilities/Ravens

- 

Educational/Rav

ens- 

Educational.aspx 

 

Sandwell Early 

Numeracy Test 

(SENT) 

 
Cognition and 

Learning - 

numeracy 

 

Assesses a pupil's ability 

with numbers, through 

exploring five strands of 

basic numeracy skills: 

identification, oral 

counting, value, object 

counting and language 

 

 

 

Yes 

  

GL Assessment 

https://www.gl- 

assessment.co.u

k/product 

s/sandwell-

early- 

numeracy-test-

sent/ 

 

 

 

 

Single Word 

 

Cognition and 

 

Provides a measure of a 
child's word 

 

Standardised 
 

Yes 

 

GL Assessment 
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http://www.pearsonclinical.co.uk/Psychology/ChildCognitionNeuropsychologyandLanguage/ChildGeneralAbilities/Ravens-Educational/Ravens-Educational.aspx
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Name of 

Assessment 

Which need 

does it assess? 

 

What does it 

measure/assess? (Brief 

description) 

Does the 

assessment 

result in a 

standardise

d score? 

 

Is formal 

training or 

a 

qualificatio

n required 

to use the 

assessment? 

Where is it 

available 

from? (e.g. 

Company 

name and/or 

web link if 

possible) 

Additional 

comments 

from SENCOs 

Reading Test 

(SWRT) 

Learning - reading reading skills. Consists of 2 

equivalent tests of 

60 words. Designed 

for age 6- 16 years. 

scores, Age 

equivalents 

and 

https://www.gl- 

assessment.co.u

k/product 

s/single-word-

reading- 

A quick screening 

tool  

for monitoring  

purposes. Easy to 

administer and 

score.  

 

 
Single Word 

Spelling Test 

(SWST) 

 

Cognition and 

Learning - spelling 

 
A group test designed to 

assess spelling 

attainment. Suitable for 

6- 14 years. Digital or 

paper format. Consists of 

graded spelling lists. 

 
Yes 

Standardised 

scores, Age 

equivalents 

and 

percentiles 

 

  

Yes 

 
GL Assessment 

https://www.gl- 

assessment.co.u

k/product 

s/single-word-

spelling- test-

swst/ 

  
The tests link to 

spelling lists that 

provide a bank 

of words with 

similar visual and 

phonological 

patterns.  

 

 

Standardised 

Welsh Reading 

Test 

 

 
Welsh reading 

 

New standardised Welsh 

reading test for years 1 to 

11 pupils in Welsh-

medium schools. The test 

was developed by Cardiff 

University academics. 

 

The aim was to develop a 

user-friendly reading test 

 

Yes 
  

Repository - CSC 

(cscjes-

cronfa.co.uk) 
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Name of 

Assessment 

Which need 

does it assess? 

 

What does it 

measure/assess? (Brief 

description) 

Does the 

assessment 

result in a 

standardise

d score? 

 

Is formal 

training or 

a 

qualificatio

n required 

to use the 

assessment? 

Where is it 

available 

from? (e.g. 

Company 

name and/or 

web link if 

possible) 

Additional 

comments 

from SENCOs 

for monitoring the 

accuracy of children's 

reading in Welsh-medium 

schools for use by 

teachers, practitioners and 

schools across Wales. 

 

The test consists of two 

forms containing 17 

sentences each. 

Practitioners can use both 

forms at different times to 

assess individuals' 

progress by comparing 

their scores with 

standardised scores. The 

standardised scores are 

based on the scores of 

760 children in Welsh-

medium schools in South 

East Wales. 

 
Verbal 

Reasoning and 

Non Verbal 

Reasoning 

 
Cognition 

and 

Learning 

 

Verbal Reasoning reveals 

how a pupil takes on 

board new information by 

measuring their ability to 

 
Yes 

 
No 

 
GL Assessment 

https://www.gl- 

assessment.co.u

k/product 

 

  
Very easy to use. 

EPs often ask for 

measure of non-
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Name of 

Assessment 

Which need 

does it assess? 

 

What does it 

measure/assess? (Brief 

description) 

Does the 

assessment 

result in a 

standardise

d score? 

 

Is formal 

training or 

a 

qualificatio

n required 

to use the 

assessment? 

Where is it 

available 

from? (e.g. 

Company 

name and/or 

web link if 

possible) 

Additional 

comments 

from SENCOs 

engage with language. 

Non-Verbal Reasoning 

involves no reading and so 

provides insight into the 

abilities of pupils who 

think more easily in images 

than words. It also 

measures the potential of 

pupils with limited reading 

skills including those with 

dyslexia, poorly motivated 

pupils, and EAL pupils. 

 

s/verbal-

reasoning-vrt- 

and-non-verbal- 

reasoning-nvrt/ 

verbal reasoning 

so it’s a good 
one to do before 

a consultation.  

 

  

 Welsh  

 Government 
 Personalised   

 Assessments    

  

  

Cognition and 

Learning 

  
Tailored assessments in 

literacy and   

 numeracy (procedural) that 

will help learners  

 develop their skills. 

 

  

Yes  

  

Yes  

 

https://hwb.gov.wa

les/curriculum-for-

wales/reading-

and-numeracy-

assessments/perso

nalised-

assessments/  

 

Wide Range 

Achievement 

Test 4 (WRAT-

4) 

Measures basic 

academic skills 

Word reading, sentence 

comprehension, spelling 

and math computation 

Yes Yes GJ Robertson and 

GS 

Wilkinson 

(Authors) 

Available from: 
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Name of 

Assessment 

Which need 

does it assess? 

 

What does it 

measure/assess? (Brief 

description) 

Does the 

assessment 

result in a 

standardise

d score? 

 

Is formal 

training or 

a 

qualificatio

n required 

to use the 

assessment? 

Where is it 

available 

from? (e.g. 

Company 

name and/or 

web link if 

possible) 

Additional 

comments 

from SENCOs 

http://www.pear

sonclinical 

.co.uk/Psycholog

y/ChildCo 

gnitionNeuropsy

chologya 

ndLanguage/Child

Achieve 

 
York 

Assessment of 

Reading for 

Comprehension 

(YARC) 

 
Cognition and 

Learning - reading 

 
Rigorous reading 

assessment used to 

identify difficulties with 

word recognition, reading 

fluency or reading 

comprehension 

 

 

Yes 

Standardised 

scores, Age 

equivalents 

and 

percentiles 

 

Yes 

 

GL Assessment 

https://www.gl- 

assessment.co.u

k/product 

s/york-

assessment-of- 

reading-for- 

comprehension-

yarc/ 

 

 Scores are 

presented on a 

computer 

generated graph 

for easy visual 

interpretation.  

 

Communication and Interaction 

 

Expressive 

Language 

Assessment 

Tool (ELAT) 

 

Speech and 

language 

 

Assesses children's 

expressive language skills. 

Breaks down areas of 

need so you can see what 

to target first. 

 
No, though 

it does give 

an age 

bracket. 

 

Yes - Robert 

Robinson 

provides 

training 

through Ash 

Grove 

Primary 

 
Through the 

training 

 
Really useful 

course  

and 

assessment. 

Can pinpoint 

issues to 

©Cheshire East Borough Council 2017  - all rights reserved

http://www.pearsonclinical.co.uk/Psychology/ChildCognitionNeuropsychologyandLanguage/ChildAchievementMeasures/wrat4/wide-range-achievement-test-fourth-edition-wrat4.aspx
http://www.pearsonclinical.co.uk/Psychology/ChildCognitionNeuropsychologyandLanguage/ChildAchievementMeasures/wrat4/wide-range-achievement-test-fourth-edition-wrat4.aspx
http://www.pearsonclinical.co.uk/Psychology/ChildCognitionNeuropsychologyandLanguage/ChildAchievementMeasures/wrat4/wide-range-achievement-test-fourth-edition-wrat4.aspx
http://www.pearsonclinical.co.uk/Psychology/ChildCognitionNeuropsychologyandLanguage/ChildAchievementMeasures/wrat4/wide-range-achievement-test-fourth-edition-wrat4.aspx
http://www.pearsonclinical.co.uk/Psychology/ChildCognitionNeuropsychologyandLanguage/ChildAchievementMeasures/wrat4/wide-range-achievement-test-fourth-edition-wrat4.aspx
http://www.pearsonclinical.co.uk/Psychology/ChildCognitionNeuropsychologyandLanguage/ChildAchievementMeasures/wrat4/wide-range-achievement-test-fourth-edition-wrat4.aspx
http://www.pearsonclinical.co.uk/Psychology/ChildCognitionNeuropsychologyandLanguage/ChildAchievementMeasures/wrat4/wide-range-achievement-test-fourth-edition-wrat4.aspx
http://www.pearsonclinical.co.uk/Psychology/ChildCognitionNeuropsychologyandLanguage/ChildAchievementMeasures/wrat4/wide-range-achievement-test-fourth-edition-wrat4.aspx
https://www.gl-assessment.co.uk/products/york-assessment-of-reading-for-comprehension-yarc/
https://www.gl-assessment.co.uk/products/york-assessment-of-reading-for-comprehension-yarc/
https://www.gl-assessment.co.uk/products/york-assessment-of-reading-for-comprehension-yarc/
https://www.gl-assessment.co.uk/products/york-assessment-of-reading-for-comprehension-yarc/
https://www.gl-assessment.co.uk/products/york-assessment-of-reading-for-comprehension-yarc/
https://www.gl-assessment.co.uk/products/york-assessment-of-reading-for-comprehension-yarc/
https://www.gl-assessment.co.uk/products/york-assessment-of-reading-for-comprehension-yarc/
https://www.gl-assessment.co.uk/products/york-assessment-of-reading-for-comprehension-yarc/
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Name of 

Assessment 

Which need 

does it assess? 

 

What does it 

measure/assess? (Brief 

description) 

Does the 

assessment 

result in a 

standardise

d score? 

 

Is formal 

training or 

a 

qualificatio

n required 

to use the 

assessment? 

Where is it 

available 

from? (e.g. 

Company 

name and/or 

web link if 

possible) 

Additional 

comments 

from SENCOs 

School decide if a 

referral is 

needed, plus 

can inform 

teaching.  

 
 

  Talkboost    

  Programmes 

 

Speech and 

language 

 

Early Years - Attention and 

listening, understanding of 

language, speaking and 

personal, social and 

emotional skills.  

KS1 – Attention and 

listening, vocabulary, 

building sentences, telling 

stories and conversations. 

KS2 - Attention and 

listening, vocabulary, telling 

stories, working with others, 

making friends and 

conversations. 

 

 

 

 

No 

 

Yes – training 

by iCan charity 

accredited 

tutors.  

Contact 

Inclusion 

Service 

 

 iCan 

 I CAN 

programmes  

 

Universally 

Speaking - The 

 

Speech, 
Checklist of statements to 

RAG rate what children 
  

 
https://www.thec

 
A useful 

©Cheshire East Borough Council 2017  - all rights reserved

https://ican.org.uk/training-licensing/i-can-programmes/
https://ican.org.uk/training-licensing/i-can-programmes/
https://www.thecommunicationtrust.org.uk/resources/resources/resources-for-practitioners/universally-speaking.aspx
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Name of 

Assessment 

Which need 

does it assess? 

 

What does it 

measure/assess? (Brief 

description) 

Does the 

assessment 

result in a 

standardise

d score? 

 

Is formal 

training or 

a 

qualificatio

n required 

to use the 

assessment? 

Where is it 

available 

from? (e.g. 

Company 

name and/or 

web link if 

possible) 

Additional 

comments 

from SENCOs 

Communication 

Trust 

language and 

communication 

issues 

should achieve, at each 

stage of their 

development, from 5-11 

years. 

 

No No ommunic 

ationtrust.org.uk

/resource 

s/resources/reso

urces-for- 

practitioners/un

iversally- 

speaking.aspx 

 

 

developmental 
guide with advice 
and top tips.  

 

 
Wellcomm 

screening 

 

 
Communication 

and Interaction 

 
Assesses child's current 

level speech and language. 

Designed for early years (6 

months - 6 years) 

 

 
No but it is a 

very detailed 

report 

 

 
Yes 

 

GL Assessment 

https://www.gl- 

assessment.co.uk

/product 

s/wellcomm/ 

 

 

Pupils Attitudes 

to Self and School 

(PASS) 

 

Social, emotional 

and mental health 

difficulties 

 

PASS helps understand why 

pupils may be reluctant, 

disengaged or even 

disruptive learners. It 

provides interventions and 

guidance. 

 

 

No 
 

No 

 

 

https://www.gl-

assessment.co.uk/

assessments/pass/  
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https://www.thecommunicationtrust.org.uk/resources/resources/resources-for-practitioners/universally-speaking.aspx
https://www.thecommunicationtrust.org.uk/resources/resources/resources-for-practitioners/universally-speaking.aspx
https://www.thecommunicationtrust.org.uk/resources/resources/resources-for-practitioners/universally-speaking.aspx
https://www.thecommunicationtrust.org.uk/resources/resources/resources-for-practitioners/universally-speaking.aspx
https://www.thecommunicationtrust.org.uk/resources/resources/resources-for-practitioners/universally-speaking.aspx
https://www.thecommunicationtrust.org.uk/resources/resources/resources-for-practitioners/universally-speaking.aspx
https://www.thecommunicationtrust.org.uk/resources/resources/resources-for-practitioners/universally-speaking.aspx
https://www.thecommunicationtrust.org.uk/resources/resources/resources-for-practitioners/universally-speaking.aspx
https://www.gl-assessment.co.uk/products/wellcomm/
https://www.gl-assessment.co.uk/products/wellcomm/
https://www.gl-assessment.co.uk/products/wellcomm/
https://www.gl-assessment.co.uk/products/wellcomm/
https://www.gl-assessment.co.uk/assessments/pass/
https://www.gl-assessment.co.uk/assessments/pass/
https://www.gl-assessment.co.uk/assessments/pass/
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Name of 

Assessment 

Which need 

does it assess? 

 

What does it 

measure/assess? (Brief 

description) 

Does the 

assessment 

result in a 

standardise

d score? 

 

Is formal 

training or 

a 

qualificatio

n required 

to use the 

assessment? 

Where is it 

available 

from? (e.g. 

Company 

name and/or 

web link if 

possible) 

Additional 

comments 

from SENCOs 

Delivers easy-to-read traffic 

light reports flagging where 

action is recommended. 

 

Available in Welsh and 

English. 

 

Designed for 4-18+. 

Behaviour, Emotional and Social Development 

 
The Boxall 

Profile 

 
Social, 

emotional and 

mental health 

difficulties 

 
Supports early 

identification, target 

setting, interventions and 

monitoring progress. 

 

No 

 

No. The 

administrator

's manual 

explains how 

to interpret 

results, gives 

case studies 

and advice 

on next 

steps. 

 

Would advise 

reading the 

manual 

carefully. 

 

 
https://nurturegr

oups.org/ 

introducing- 

nurture/boxall-

profile 

 
SENCO: Provides a 

guide to select 

interventions and 

monitor target 

behaviour.  

  

SENCO: needs 

careful 

explanation  

 

©Cheshire East Borough Council 2017  - all rights reserved

https://nurturegroups.org/introducing-nurture/boxall-profile
https://nurturegroups.org/introducing-nurture/boxall-profile
https://nurturegroups.org/introducing-nurture/boxall-profile
https://nurturegroups.org/introducing-nurture/boxall-profile
https://nurturegroups.org/introducing-nurture/boxall-profile
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Name of 

Assessment 

Which need 

does it assess? 

 

What does it 

measure/assess? (Brief 

description) 

Does the 

assessment 

result in a 

standardise

d score? 

 

Is formal 

training or 

a 

qualificatio

n required 

to use the 

assessment? 

Where is it 

available 

from? (e.g. 

Company 

name and/or 

web link if 

possible) 

Additional 

comments 

from SENCOs 

 
The Spence 

Children’s Anxiety    

Scale 

 
Social, emotional 

and mental health 

difficulties 

 
6 sub-scales of anxiety are 

measured.  The SCAS is not a 

diagnostic instrument and 

should not be used to 

determine a clinical 

diagnosis. It can be used to 

establish whether a child's 

anxiety level is substantially 

higher than other young 

people of their age group 

and gender.  

 

 
 

No.  Scores 

should be 

interpreted in 

comparison to 

population 

norms for age 

and gender 

groups. This is 

because the 

mean scores 

tend to be 

different 

between boys 

and girls and 

tend to change 

with age. 

 
 No 

 
SCAS Home - The 

Spence Children's 

Anxiety Scale 

(scaswebsite.com) 

 

 
Strengths and 

difficulties 

questionnaire 

(SDQ) 

 

Social, emotional 

and mental 

health difficulties 

strengths and 

difficulties 

Checklist of statements 

for any age group. Breaks 

down the child or young 

person's strengths and 

weaknesses and 

highlights areas to work 

on in social skills groups 

etc. Can also be used as 

 

No 

 

No 

 

Various online 

sources plus 

CAMHS. 

For example, 

available from: 

http://www.sdq

info.com/ 

 
CAMHS require 

these for a 

referral; we use 

the numbered 

version in 

school rather 

than the boxes 

because it’s 

©Cheshire East Borough Council 2017  - all rights reserved

https://www.scaswebsite.com/
https://www.scaswebsite.com/
https://www.scaswebsite.com/
https://www.scaswebsite.com/
http://www.sdqinfo.com/
http://www.sdqinfo.com/


 

Conwy and Flintshire Toolkit for Additional Learning Needs (ALN) 0 – 25 Years       Page | 167  

Name of 

Assessment 

Which need 

does it assess? 

 

What does it 

measure/assess? (Brief 

description) 

Does the 

assessment 

result in a 

standardise

d score? 

 

Is formal 

training or 

a 

qualificatio

n required 

to use the 

assessment? 

Where is it 

available 

from? (e.g. 

Company 

name and/or 

web link if 

possible) 

Additional 

comments 

from SENCOs 

part of the process to 

refer to CAMHS. 

 

easier to score. 

For parents, we 

always provide 

the one with 

boxes.  

 

 

Detailed 

Assessment of 

Speed of 

Handwriting 

(DASH) 

 

Speed of 

handwriting 

and 

handwriting 

difficulties - 

dysgraphia 

Writing speed, free and 

copy speeds, identifies 

signs of dyspraxia or 

dysgraphia 

 

Yes 
 

Yes 

 

A Barnett et al. 

(Authors) 

Available from: 

http://www.pears

onclinical 

.co.uk/AlliedHealt

h/Paedia 

tricAssessments/

Perceptua 

lFineMotorDevel

opment/ 

DetailedAssessm

entofSpe 

edofHandwriting(

DASH)/D 

etailedAssessmen

tofSpeed 

ofHandwriting(DA

SH).aspx 
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http://www.pearsonclinical.co.uk/AlliedHealth/PaediatricAssessments/PerceptualFineMotorDevelopment/DetailedAssessmentofSpeedofHandwriting(DASH)/DetailedAssessmentofSpeedofHandwriting(DASH).aspx
http://www.pearsonclinical.co.uk/AlliedHealth/PaediatricAssessments/PerceptualFineMotorDevelopment/DetailedAssessmentofSpeedofHandwriting(DASH)/DetailedAssessmentofSpeedofHandwriting(DASH).aspx
http://www.pearsonclinical.co.uk/AlliedHealth/PaediatricAssessments/PerceptualFineMotorDevelopment/DetailedAssessmentofSpeedofHandwriting(DASH)/DetailedAssessmentofSpeedofHandwriting(DASH).aspx
http://www.pearsonclinical.co.uk/AlliedHealth/PaediatricAssessments/PerceptualFineMotorDevelopment/DetailedAssessmentofSpeedofHandwriting(DASH)/DetailedAssessmentofSpeedofHandwriting(DASH).aspx
http://www.pearsonclinical.co.uk/AlliedHealth/PaediatricAssessments/PerceptualFineMotorDevelopment/DetailedAssessmentofSpeedofHandwriting(DASH)/DetailedAssessmentofSpeedofHandwriting(DASH).aspx
http://www.pearsonclinical.co.uk/AlliedHealth/PaediatricAssessments/PerceptualFineMotorDevelopment/DetailedAssessmentofSpeedofHandwriting(DASH)/DetailedAssessmentofSpeedofHandwriting(DASH).aspx
http://www.pearsonclinical.co.uk/AlliedHealth/PaediatricAssessments/PerceptualFineMotorDevelopment/DetailedAssessmentofSpeedofHandwriting(DASH)/DetailedAssessmentofSpeedofHandwriting(DASH).aspx
http://www.pearsonclinical.co.uk/AlliedHealth/PaediatricAssessments/PerceptualFineMotorDevelopment/DetailedAssessmentofSpeedofHandwriting(DASH)/DetailedAssessmentofSpeedofHandwriting(DASH).aspx
http://www.pearsonclinical.co.uk/AlliedHealth/PaediatricAssessments/PerceptualFineMotorDevelopment/DetailedAssessmentofSpeedofHandwriting(DASH)/DetailedAssessmentofSpeedofHandwriting(DASH).aspx
http://www.pearsonclinical.co.uk/AlliedHealth/PaediatricAssessments/PerceptualFineMotorDevelopment/DetailedAssessmentofSpeedofHandwriting(DASH)/DetailedAssessmentofSpeedofHandwriting(DASH).aspx
http://www.pearsonclinical.co.uk/AlliedHealth/PaediatricAssessments/PerceptualFineMotorDevelopment/DetailedAssessmentofSpeedofHandwriting(DASH)/DetailedAssessmentofSpeedofHandwriting(DASH).aspx
http://www.pearsonclinical.co.uk/AlliedHealth/PaediatricAssessments/PerceptualFineMotorDevelopment/DetailedAssessmentofSpeedofHandwriting(DASH)/DetailedAssessmentofSpeedofHandwriting(DASH).aspx
http://www.pearsonclinical.co.uk/AlliedHealth/PaediatricAssessments/PerceptualFineMotorDevelopment/DetailedAssessmentofSpeedofHandwriting(DASH)/DetailedAssessmentofSpeedofHandwriting(DASH).aspx
http://www.pearsonclinical.co.uk/AlliedHealth/PaediatricAssessments/PerceptualFineMotorDevelopment/DetailedAssessmentofSpeedofHandwriting(DASH)/DetailedAssessmentofSpeedofHandwriting(DASH).aspx
http://www.pearsonclinical.co.uk/AlliedHealth/PaediatricAssessments/PerceptualFineMotorDevelopment/DetailedAssessmentofSpeedofHandwriting(DASH)/DetailedAssessmentofSpeedofHandwriting(DASH).aspx
http://www.pearsonclinical.co.uk/AlliedHealth/PaediatricAssessments/PerceptualFineMotorDevelopment/DetailedAssessmentofSpeedofHandwriting(DASH)/DetailedAssessmentofSpeedofHandwriting(DASH).aspx
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Name of 

Assessment 

Which need 

does it assess? 

 

What does it 

measure/assess? (Brief 

description) 

Does the 

assessment 

result in a 

standardise

d score? 

 

Is formal 

training or 

a 

qualificatio

n required 

to use the 

assessment? 

Where is it 

available 

from? (e.g. 

Company 

name and/or 

web link if 

possible) 

Additional 

comments 

from SENCOs 

Miscellaneous 

 

Wide Range 

Intelligence 

Test (WRIT) 

 
Intelligence test 

 

Assessment of cognitive 

abilities 

that can be used with 

individuals ages 4 to 85 

years. Assesses both verbal 

and nonverbal abilities, 

yielding a Verbal IQ and a 

Visual IQ, which generate a 

combined General 

IQ. 

 
Yes 

 
Yes 

 

J Glutting et al. 

(Authors) 

Available from: 

http://www.pear

sonclinical 

.co.uk/Education

/Assessm 

ents/GeneralAbi

lity/writ/w ide-

range-

intelligence- 

test-writ.aspx 

 

 

Lucid - Recall 

 

Working Memory 

- processing 

speed 

 

Suitable for 7-16 years. 

Consist of 3 subtests, 

Phonological loop, Visuo- 

spatial sketchpad and 

Central executive 

function. 

 

 

Standardised 

scores, Age 

equivalents 

and centiles 

 

The 

administrator's 

manual 

explains how 

to interpret 

results and 

offers advice 

on strategies 

to use. 

 

GL Assessment 

https://www.gl- 

assessment.co.u

k/product 

s/lucid-recall/ 

Computerised 

tests, more 

enjoyable format, 

results interpreted 

graphical. Cost 

implication as 

licence needs 

renewing  

annually.  

 

Digit Memory 

Test 

 
Working Memory 

Recall of graded 

sequences of numbers 

 

Standardised 

scores and 

 
No 

 

www.dyslexia- 

international.org

 

Very quick and 

easy to administer 

©Cheshire East Borough Council 2017  - all rights reserved

http://www.pearsonclinical.co.uk/Education/Assessments/GeneralAbility/writ/wide-range-intelligence-test-writ.aspx
http://www.pearsonclinical.co.uk/Education/Assessments/GeneralAbility/writ/wide-range-intelligence-test-writ.aspx
http://www.pearsonclinical.co.uk/Education/Assessments/GeneralAbility/writ/wide-range-intelligence-test-writ.aspx
http://www.pearsonclinical.co.uk/Education/Assessments/GeneralAbility/writ/wide-range-intelligence-test-writ.aspx
http://www.pearsonclinical.co.uk/Education/Assessments/GeneralAbility/writ/wide-range-intelligence-test-writ.aspx
http://www.pearsonclinical.co.uk/Education/Assessments/GeneralAbility/writ/wide-range-intelligence-test-writ.aspx
http://www.pearsonclinical.co.uk/Education/Assessments/GeneralAbility/writ/wide-range-intelligence-test-writ.aspx
http://www.pearsonclinical.co.uk/Education/Assessments/GeneralAbility/writ/wide-range-intelligence-test-writ.aspx
http://www.pearsonclinical.co.uk/Education/Assessments/GeneralAbility/writ/wide-range-intelligence-test-writ.aspx
http://www.pearsonclinical.co.uk/Education/Assessments/GeneralAbility/writ/wide-range-intelligence-test-writ.aspx
https://www.gl-assessment.co.uk/products/lucid-recall/
https://www.gl-assessment.co.uk/products/lucid-recall/
https://www.gl-assessment.co.uk/products/lucid-recall/
https://www.gl-assessment.co.uk/products/lucid-recall/
http://www.dyslexia-international.org/content/Informal%20tests/Digitspan.pdf
http://www.dyslexia-international.org/content/Informal%20tests/Digitspan.pdf
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Name of 

Assessment 

Which need 

does it assess? 

 

What does it 

measure/assess? (Brief 

description) 

Does the 

assessment 

result in a 

standardise

d score? 

 

Is formal 

training or 

a 

qualificatio

n required 

to use the 

assessment? 

Where is it 

available 

from? (e.g. 

Company 

name and/or 

web link if 

possible) 

Additional 

comments 

from SENCOs 

repeated forwards and 

then backwards. 

 

percentiles /content/I 

nformal%20tests

/Digitspa 

n.pdf 

and score. 

Performance 

Indicators for 

Valued 

Assessment 

and Targeted 

learning 

(PIVATS) 

System to assess 

learning and set 

targets for 

pupils well 

below national 

expectations for 

their age. 

Measures small steps in 

attainment, within the 

PIVATS structure. P scales 

broken down into small 

steps up to the revised 

national curriculum Y4 age 

related expectations. 

No No www.lancashire.

gov.uk/piv ats 
 

©Cheshire East Borough Council 2017  - all rights reserved

http://www.dyslexia-international.org/content/Informal%20tests/Digitspan.pdf
http://www.dyslexia-international.org/content/Informal%20tests/Digitspan.pdf
http://www.dyslexia-international.org/content/Informal%20tests/Digitspan.pdf
http://www.dyslexia-international.org/content/Informal%20tests/Digitspan.pdf
http://www.lancashire.gov.uk/pivats
http://www.lancashire.gov.uk/pivats
http://www.lancashire.gov.uk/pivats
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Appendix 4: Suggested Resources 
 

The following resources have not been endorsed by the Local Authority, but have been suggested by experienced, local Cheshire East SENCOs and Conwy and 

Flintshire ALNCOs following their own use and/or by other local professionals. The table does not include specialist support services etc. These are referenced in 

the Graduated Response tables. 

 

 
Name of 

Resource 

 
Which need does it 

meet? 

 
What does it do? (Brief 

description) 

 

Is formal training or a 

qualification required to 

use the resource? 

Where is it available 

from? 

(e.g. Company name 

and/or web link if 

possible) 

 
Any other 

comments? 

Cognition and Learning (includes resources for reading, spelling and writing) 
 

Accelerated 

Reader 

Cognition 

and 

Learning 

Reading programme with 

assessments built in 

 

No 

Renaissance 

http://www.renlearn.co.uk

/a ccelerated-reader/ 

 

Aur am Air ac 

apiau eraill 

 

                                                                  

Reading and 

Spelling 

Apps for reading and spelling. No https://apps.apple.com/us/

developer/university-of-

wales-trinity-saint-

david/id849747329 

 

 

 

 

Beat Dyslexia 

 

 

Reading, spelling 

and 

writing/handwriti

ng 

 

 

Step-by-step, multi-sensory 

programme consisting of 6 books 

from the earliest stages of letter 

recognition through to full literacy. 

 

 

 

No 

 

E Franks et al (Authors) 

Available online, e.g.: 

https://www.ldalearning.c

o m/products/cognition-

and- learning/dyslexia-

and- literacy/beat-

dyslexia 

Teacher's 

notes/lesson 

programmes, 

photocopiable 

pupil worksheets 

and assessments. 

 

Easy to use, 

can be 

delivered by 

anyone, 

including 

parents 
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http://www.renlearn.co.uk/accelerated-reader/
http://www.renlearn.co.uk/accelerated-reader/
http://www.renlearn.co.uk/accelerated-reader/
https://apps.apple.com/us/developer/university-of-wales-trinity-saint-david/id849747329
https://apps.apple.com/us/developer/university-of-wales-trinity-saint-david/id849747329
https://apps.apple.com/us/developer/university-of-wales-trinity-saint-david/id849747329
https://apps.apple.com/us/developer/university-of-wales-trinity-saint-david/id849747329
https://www.ldalearning.com/products/cognition-and-learning/dyslexia-and-literacy/beat-dyslexia
https://www.ldalearning.com/products/cognition-and-learning/dyslexia-and-literacy/beat-dyslexia
https://www.ldalearning.com/products/cognition-and-learning/dyslexia-and-literacy/beat-dyslexia
https://www.ldalearning.com/products/cognition-and-learning/dyslexia-and-literacy/beat-dyslexia
https://www.ldalearning.com/products/cognition-and-learning/dyslexia-and-literacy/beat-dyslexia
https://www.ldalearning.com/products/cognition-and-learning/dyslexia-and-literacy/beat-dyslexia
https://www.ldalearning.com/products/cognition-and-learning/dyslexia-and-literacy/beat-dyslexia
https://www.ldalearning.com/products/cognition-and-learning/dyslexia-and-literacy/beat-dyslexia
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Name of 

Resource 

 
Which need does it 

meet? 

 
What does it do? (Brief 

description) 

 

Is formal training or a 

qualification required to 

use the resource? 

Where is it available 

from? 

(e.g. Company name 

and/or web link if 

possible) 

 
Any other 

comments? 

Boostingreadin

g@p rimary 

(BR@P) and 

boostingreadin

g@s econdary 

(BR@S) 

 

Cognition 

and 

Learning 

 

Aims to improve reading skills 

 

Yes 

Education Works 

http://www.educationwor

ks. org.uk/what-we- 

do/reading- 

support/boosting-reading 

 

 

 Cychwyn Eto     

                                         

 

Reading and 

Spelling 

 

Literacy intervention with a series 

of books for pupils having 

difficulties in developing literacy.  

Programme that reinforces the 

letter sounds and develops 

phonetic awareness. 

 

  No CONWY –  Discuss with 

your inclusion teacher. 

 

http://adnoddau.canolfanp

eniarth.org/cychwyn-eto/ 

 

Cyfres Cychwyn Eto on the 

App Store (apple.com) 

 

 

  Daily Dairy 

 

 Reading and 

spelling 

The Daily Diary has a proven track 

record in accelerating basic literacy 

skills development for ALN and 

mainstream pupils from KS1 to KS3. 

  No  Daily Diary for Reading & 

Spelling - Learning 

Materials Ltd 

 

 

 

Hickey 

Programme 

 

 

Dyslexic 

type 

tendencie

s 

 

A classic, highly structured, multi- 

sensory Language Course for 

dyslexic learners of all ages 

 

Yes - requires a specialist 

teacher qualification to 

implement the programme 

M Combley (Editor) 

Available to order online, 

e.g.: 

https://www.amazon.co.u

k/ Hickey-Multisensory- 

Language-Course- 

Third/dp/1861561784 

 

 

Stand-alone 

programme - 

resources need 

to be made 

 

 

Indirect 

Dyslexia 

Learning (IDL) 

 

 

Reading 

and 

spelling 

 

A cloud based intervention 

software designed for pupils with 

dyslexic type tendencies. 

 

No, but training is 

provided if you buy the 

programme. 

 

 

Acentis 

https://www.idlcloud.co.

uk 

Pupils work 

individually, 

at their 

own pace and 

can revisit 

concepts as 
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http://www.educationworks.org.uk/what-we-do/reading-support/boosting-reading
http://www.educationworks.org.uk/what-we-do/reading-support/boosting-reading
http://www.educationworks.org.uk/what-we-do/reading-support/boosting-reading
http://www.educationworks.org.uk/what-we-do/reading-support/boosting-reading
http://www.educationworks.org.uk/what-we-do/reading-support/boosting-reading
http://adnoddau.canolfanpeniarth.org/cychwyn-eto/
http://adnoddau.canolfanpeniarth.org/cychwyn-eto/
https://apps.apple.com/gb/app/cyfres-cychwyn-eto/id1022814836
https://apps.apple.com/gb/app/cyfres-cychwyn-eto/id1022814836
https://www.learningmaterials.co.uk/1325-Daily-Diary-for-Reading-Spelling
https://www.learningmaterials.co.uk/1325-Daily-Diary-for-Reading-Spelling
https://www.learningmaterials.co.uk/1325-Daily-Diary-for-Reading-Spelling
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Hickey-Multisensory-Language-Course-Third/dp/1861561784
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Hickey-Multisensory-Language-Course-Third/dp/1861561784
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Hickey-Multisensory-Language-Course-Third/dp/1861561784
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Hickey-Multisensory-Language-Course-Third/dp/1861561784
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Hickey-Multisensory-Language-Course-Third/dp/1861561784
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Hickey-Multisensory-Language-Course-Third/dp/1861561784
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Hickey-Multisensory-Language-Course-Third/dp/1861561784
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Hickey-Multisensory-Language-Course-Third/dp/1861561784
https://www.idlcloud.co.uk/
https://www.idlcloud.co.uk/
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and/or web link if 

possible) 

 
Any other 

comments? 

needed. There 

is also a 

similar Maths 

intervention. 

 

Interventions 

for Literacy 

 

Literacy 

 

Resources that have been primarily 

designed to provide information 

and guidance to support schools in 

identifying suitable interventions for 

children with literacy difficulties. 

 

All the interventions featured are: 

• targeted directly on literacy 

• readily available and have been 
quantitatively evaluated in the UK 

 

 

No 

 

http://www.intervention

sforliteracy.org.uk/hom

e/interventions/    

 

 

Laun

ch 

the 

Light

boat 

 

Dyslexic 

type 

tendencie

s 

A highly structured, multi-sensory 

approach based on spelling rules 

and phonics. Consists of ten books 

with a set lesson format. 

 

No 

 

https://www.robinswood.

co. uk/resources 

Teacher's 

notes/lesson 

programmes, 

photocopiable 

pupil 

worksheets and 

assessment. 

 

Lexia Reading 

Core5 

To improve 

reading and 

spelling 

 

Interactive programme 

 

No 

Lexia 

http://www.lexiauk.co.uk/

th e-product/ 

 

Nessy - Hairy 

letters 

and Hairy 

phonics 1, 2, 

and 3 

Cognition 

and 

Learning 

Letters and sounds precision 

teaching 

 

No 

Nessy 

https://www.nessy.com/u

k/ apps/hairy-letters/ 
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http://www.interventionsforliteracy.org.uk/home/interventions/
http://www.interventionsforliteracy.org.uk/home/interventions/
http://www.interventionsforliteracy.org.uk/home/interventions/
https://www.robinswood.co.uk/resources
https://www.robinswood.co.uk/resources
https://www.robinswood.co.uk/resources
http://www.lexiauk.co.uk/the-product/
http://www.lexiauk.co.uk/the-product/
http://www.lexiauk.co.uk/the-product/
https://www.nessy.com/uk/apps/hairy-letters/
https://www.nessy.com/uk/apps/hairy-letters/
https://www.nessy.com/uk/apps/hairy-letters/
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Any other 

comments? 

 

Nessy - 

Numbers 

Cognition & 

Learning - Recall 

of 

number concepts 

and sequences 

Core Maths skills and concepts 

reinforced through games, 

including times tables and telling 

the time 

 

No 
Nessy 

https://www.nessy.com

/uk/ product/nessy-

numbers/ 

Online 

programme

s. Resources 

can be 

printed off. 

 

Nessy - 

Reading and 

Spelling 

Programme 

 

Reading 

and 

spelling 

 

An internet-based programme for 

5- 11 years, using games to 

improve reading and spelling of 

EAL, dyslexic and struggling 

readers. 

 

 

No 

 

Nessy 

https://www.nessy.com

/uk/ product/nessy-

reading- spelling/ 

Teacher's 

notes/lesson 

programmes, 

photocopiabl

e pupil 

worksheets 

can be 

printed as a 

resource 

bank. 

 

 

Numicon 

 

Cognition & 

learning 

 

Kinaesthetic Practical 

Maths intervention 

 

No, but available and 

preferable 

Oxford University Press 

Available online, e.g.: 

https://global.oup.com/

edu 

cation/content/primary

/seri 

es/numicon/?region=u

k 

 

O Gam i Gam 

 

  

Reading and 

Spelling 

Book to be used as part of a 

learning programme. 

 No http://www.gwales.com

/goto/biblio/en/978184

5213169/ 

 

 

 

Plus 1, Power 

of 2, Times 

Tables, Perform 

 

Recall of number 

concepts 

The books are coaching manuals 

enabling parents as well as staff 

to deliver the programme. It 

reinforces the building blocks of 

numbers and develops skills with 

 

 

No 

 

 

www.123learning.co.uk 

 

Stand-

alone 

programm
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https://www.nessy.com/uk/product/nessy-numbers/
https://www.nessy.com/uk/product/nessy-numbers/
https://www.nessy.com/uk/product/nessy-numbers/
https://www.nessy.com/uk/product/nessy-numbers/
https://www.nessy.com/uk/product/nessy-reading-spelling/
https://www.nessy.com/uk/product/nessy-reading-spelling/
https://www.nessy.com/uk/product/nessy-reading-spelling/
https://www.nessy.com/uk/product/nessy-reading-spelling/
https://www.nessy.com/uk/product/nessy-reading-spelling/
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Numicon-Intervention-Programme-Manual-DVD/dp/0955394988/ref%3Dsr_1_10?ie=UTF8&qid=1505033244&sr=8-10&keywords=numicon%2Bintervention
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Numicon-Intervention-Programme-Manual-DVD/dp/0955394988/ref%3Dsr_1_10?ie=UTF8&qid=1505033244&sr=8-10&keywords=numicon%2Bintervention
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Numicon-Intervention-Programme-Manual-DVD/dp/0955394988/ref%3Dsr_1_10?ie=UTF8&qid=1505033244&sr=8-10&keywords=numicon%2Bintervention
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Numicon-Intervention-Programme-Manual-DVD/dp/0955394988/ref%3Dsr_1_10?ie=UTF8&qid=1505033244&sr=8-10&keywords=numicon%2Bintervention
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Numicon-Intervention-Programme-Manual-DVD/dp/0955394988/ref%3Dsr_1_10?ie=UTF8&qid=1505033244&sr=8-10&keywords=numicon%2Bintervention
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Numicon-Intervention-Programme-Manual-DVD/dp/0955394988/ref%3Dsr_1_10?ie=UTF8&qid=1505033244&sr=8-10&keywords=numicon%2Bintervention
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Numicon-Intervention-Programme-Manual-DVD/dp/0955394988/ref%3Dsr_1_10?ie=UTF8&qid=1505033244&sr=8-10&keywords=numicon%2Bintervention
http://www.gwales.com/goto/biblio/en/9781845213169/
http://www.gwales.com/goto/biblio/en/9781845213169/
http://www.gwales.com/goto/biblio/en/9781845213169/
http://www.123learning.co.uk/
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with Time mental 

calculations. 

es with 

step-by-

step 

instruction

s. 

 

 Precision 

Teaching  

 

 Reading and 

spelling 

Precision teaching is a structured 

teaching method that’s designed to 
improve the accuracy and fluency 

of reading, spelling and maths. 

No   LA Inclusion Team  

 

 

Read Write Inc. 

 

Develops reading 

and spelling 

Phonic based segmenting and 

blending. Repetitive 

reinforcement, intensive 

programme that follows structure. 

Major focus on reading and 

writing. Memory aid. 

 

 

Yes 

R Miskin (Author) 

Available from: 

https://global.oup.com/edu 

cation/content/primary/ser

i es/rwi/?region=uk 

 

 

Simultaneous 

Oral   Spelling 

 

 

 Spelling 

A quick and fun way of targeting 

multisensory learning for spelling. 

 No   LA Inclusion Team 
 

 

Toe by Toe 

 

Reading 

An individual, systematic reading 

programme to improve accuracy 

and fluency. 

 

No 

 

www.toe-by-toe.co.uk 
Stand-alone 

programme 

 

Units of sound 
Reading, spelling 

and writing 

Online literacy development 

programme for 8 years - adult 

Yes - online practitioners 

course available 

Dyslexia Action 

http://www.dyslexiaaction.

o rg.uk/page/units-sound 

 

 

Word Shark 

 

Reading 

and 

spelling 

Computer programme for reading 

and spelling. Pre-recorded words to 

target and promote high 

motivation and to assist those with 

Dyslexia 

 

 

No White Space 

http://www.wordshark.co.uk 

/index.aspx 
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https://global.oup.com/education/content/primary/series/rwi/?region=uk
https://global.oup.com/education/content/primary/series/rwi/?region=uk
https://global.oup.com/education/content/primary/series/rwi/?region=uk
https://global.oup.com/education/content/primary/series/rwi/?region=uk
http://www.toe-by-toe.co.uk/
http://www.dyslexiaaction.org.uk/page/units-sound
http://www.dyslexiaaction.org.uk/page/units-sound
http://www.dyslexiaaction.org.uk/page/units-sound
http://www.wordshark.co.uk/index.aspx
http://www.wordshark.co.uk/index.aspx
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and/or web link if 
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Any other 

comments? 

Communication and Interaction 

ASDWales Autism, speech, 

language and 

communication 

difficulties 

Covers all stages of education - to 

post-16.  Provides insight, advice 

and guidance through 

downloadable material/resources 

that include a manual, cue/picture 

cards, visual aids, pupil profile, etc..  

Enables setting staff and 

governors to undertake an 

accreditation in ‘Autism 
awareness’. 

 

No www.Autismwales.org    

Black Sheep 

Resources - 

Concepts in 

Pictures, 

Language in 

Pictures etc. 

Limited speech, 

language and 

communication 

skills 

Resources for a variety of age 

groups and aspects of language 

development - grammar, 

vocabulary, sentence construction 

etc. 

 

No 

 

Black Sheep Press: 

www.blacksheeppress.

co.uk 

 

Teacher's 

notes and 

photocopiable 

pupil 

worksheets. 

 

Friendship 

Terrace 

Communication 

and interaction/ 

Social, Emotional 

and Mental 

Health 

An autism friendly resource, 

using basic language and stories 

to help develop friendships. 

 

No formal training 

Black Sheep Press: 

https://www.blackshe

eppres 

s.co.uk/product/friend

ship- terrace-

friendship-skills/ 

 

 

I am special 

- Asperger’s 
and me 

 

Autistic Spectrum 

Condition (ASC) 

 

Supports children to understand 

their or their siblings ASC. Also has 

a parents section 

No though knowledge of 

ASC would be preferable 

as it can create questions 

from the children which 

are not answered by the 

book. 

 

 

Cheshire East Autism 

Team 
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http://www.autismwales.org/
http://www.blacksheeppress.co.uk/
http://www.blacksheeppress.co.uk/
https://www.blacksheeppress.co.uk/product/friendship-terrace-friendship-skills/
https://www.blacksheeppress.co.uk/product/friendship-terrace-friendship-skills/
https://www.blacksheeppress.co.uk/product/friendship-terrace-friendship-skills/
https://www.blacksheeppress.co.uk/product/friendship-terrace-friendship-skills/
https://www.blacksheeppress.co.uk/product/friendship-terrace-friendship-skills/
https://www.blacksheeppress.co.uk/product/friendship-terrace-friendship-skills/
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possible) 

 
Any other 

comments? 

 

 

Language 

Builders 

 

Communication 

and Interaction 

Series of books providing 

detailed advice and practical 

activities to 

support the communication skills 

of children and young people 

(number of versions available, e.g. 

secondary, 

hearing difficulties, post-16 etc.) 

 

 

No 

 

Elklan 

https://www.elklan.co.uk/

res ources/language-

builders- series 

 

 

 

Mr. Goodguess 

 

 

Inference 

Pictures and narrative provide a 

focus for questions requiring 

higher level comprehension skills. 

Promotes the use of visual clues 

and drawing of inferences. 

 

 

No 

Black Sheep Press 

https://www.blacksheepp

res 

s.co.uk/product/inferenci

ng 

-skillsr-mr-goodguess/ 

 

Photocopiable 

pupil worksheets. 

 

 

 

'Socially 

Speaking' 

and 'Time to 

Talk' Books 

 

 

Self-esteem, 

listening skills and 

expressive 

language skills. 

 

 

Group activities to boost social 

ability, understanding and 

pragmatic skills. Consists of 3 

units: let's communicate; let's be 

friends and let's practice 

 

 

 

No 

 

A Schroeder (Author) 

Available online, e.g.: 

https://www.amazon.co.u

k/ 

s/ref=dp_byline_sr_book_

1?i 

e=UTF8&text=Alison+Sc

hr oeder&search-

alias=books- uk&field- 

author=Alison+Schroede

r& sort=relevancerank 

Teacher's 

notes/lesson 

programmes, 

photocopiabl

e pupil 

worksheets 

and 

assessment. 

 

'Time to Talk' is 

useful for 

Reception 

children. 

'Socially 

Speaking' is 

useful for older 

children 
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https://www.elklan.co.uk/resources/language-builders-series
https://www.elklan.co.uk/resources/language-builders-series
https://www.elklan.co.uk/resources/language-builders-series
https://www.elklan.co.uk/resources/language-builders-series
https://www.elklan.co.uk/resources/language-builders-series
https://www.blacksheeppress.co.uk/product/inferencing-skillsr-mr-goodguess/
https://www.blacksheeppress.co.uk/product/inferencing-skillsr-mr-goodguess/
https://www.blacksheeppress.co.uk/product/inferencing-skillsr-mr-goodguess/
https://www.blacksheeppress.co.uk/product/inferencing-skillsr-mr-goodguess/
https://www.blacksheeppress.co.uk/product/inferencing-skillsr-mr-goodguess/
http://www.amazon.co.uk/
http://www.amazon.co.uk/
http://www.amazon.co.uk/
http://www.amazon.co.uk/
http://www.amazon.co.uk/
http://www.amazon.co.uk/
http://www.amazon.co.uk/
http://www.amazon.co.uk/
http://www.amazon.co.uk/
http://www.amazon.co.uk/
http://www.amazon.co.uk/
http://www.amazon.co.uk/
http://www.amazon.co.uk/
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Any other 
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Talkabout 

Activities: 

Developing 

Social 

Communicati

on Skills 

 

 

Limited social skills 

and social 

understanding 

 

Consists of 225 practical activities 

for social skills training. It includes 

general group cohesion  activities 

that can be used as starting or 

finishing activities during the day. 

(updated and related versions also 

available) 

 

   

 

No 

A Kelly (Author) 

Available online, 

e.g.: 

https://www.amazon.co.u

k/ Talkabout-Activities- 

Developing-Social- 

Communication/dp/0863

88 

4040/ref=pd_sim_14_23?

_e 

ncoding=UTF8&psc=1&r

ef 

RID=XVASNGB2VG5YGD

53 0KG6 

 

 

Teacher's 

notes/lesson 

programmes, 

photocopiable 

pupil worksheets 

and assessment. 

 

Talk Boost 

(KS1 and KS2) 

and Early Talk 

Boost 

 

Communication 

and Interaction 

Boosts language skills to narrow 

the gap with peers. Targeted and 

evidence based intervention which 

supports children to make progress 

with their language and 

communication skills 

 

 

Yes 

 

I CAN: 

http://www.ican.org.uk/ta

lk boost 

 

 

Talkingpartne

rs@pri mary 

and 

talkingpartner

s@sec ondary 

 

Limited speech, 

language and 

communication 

skills 

 

A language programme providing 

a range of activities to develop 

speaking and listening skills 

 

No - Training used to be 

provided 

Education Works: 

http://www.educationwor

ks. org.uk/what-we- 

do/speaking-and- 

listening/speaking-and- 

listening 

 

Teacher's 

notes and 

photocopiable 

pupil 

worksheets. 

 

 

The Girl 

with the 

Curly Hair 

books 

 

Girls with Autistic 

Spectrum 

Condition (ASC) 

 

 

Explains ASC to those with it and 

also to anyone who reads it. 

 

 

No 

Alis Rowe (Author) 

Available online, e.g.: 

https://www.amazon.co.u

k/ Girl-Curly-Hair-

Aspergers- Me- 

ebook/dp/B00GKQPOPO

 

 

Fantastic 

resource! 
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https://www.amazon.co.uk/Talkabout-Activities-Developing-Social-Communication/dp/0863884040/ref%3Dpd_sim_14_23?_encoding=UTF8&psc=1&refRID=XVASNGB2VG5YGD530KG6
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Talkabout-Activities-Developing-Social-Communication/dp/0863884040/ref%3Dpd_sim_14_23?_encoding=UTF8&psc=1&refRID=XVASNGB2VG5YGD530KG6
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Talkabout-Activities-Developing-Social-Communication/dp/0863884040/ref%3Dpd_sim_14_23?_encoding=UTF8&psc=1&refRID=XVASNGB2VG5YGD530KG6
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Talkabout-Activities-Developing-Social-Communication/dp/0863884040/ref%3Dpd_sim_14_23?_encoding=UTF8&psc=1&refRID=XVASNGB2VG5YGD530KG6
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Talkabout-Activities-Developing-Social-Communication/dp/0863884040/ref%3Dpd_sim_14_23?_encoding=UTF8&psc=1&refRID=XVASNGB2VG5YGD530KG6
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Talkabout-Activities-Developing-Social-Communication/dp/0863884040/ref%3Dpd_sim_14_23?_encoding=UTF8&psc=1&refRID=XVASNGB2VG5YGD530KG6
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Talkabout-Activities-Developing-Social-Communication/dp/0863884040/ref%3Dpd_sim_14_23?_encoding=UTF8&psc=1&refRID=XVASNGB2VG5YGD530KG6
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Talkabout-Activities-Developing-Social-Communication/dp/0863884040/ref%3Dpd_sim_14_23?_encoding=UTF8&psc=1&refRID=XVASNGB2VG5YGD530KG6
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Talkabout-Activities-Developing-Social-Communication/dp/0863884040/ref%3Dpd_sim_14_23?_encoding=UTF8&psc=1&refRID=XVASNGB2VG5YGD530KG6
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Talkabout-Activities-Developing-Social-Communication/dp/0863884040/ref%3Dpd_sim_14_23?_encoding=UTF8&psc=1&refRID=XVASNGB2VG5YGD530KG6
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Talkabout-Activities-Developing-Social-Communication/dp/0863884040/ref%3Dpd_sim_14_23?_encoding=UTF8&psc=1&refRID=XVASNGB2VG5YGD530KG6
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Talkabout-Activities-Developing-Social-Communication/dp/0863884040/ref%3Dpd_sim_14_23?_encoding=UTF8&psc=1&refRID=XVASNGB2VG5YGD530KG6
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Talkabout-Activities-Developing-Social-Communication/dp/0863884040/ref%3Dpd_sim_14_23?_encoding=UTF8&psc=1&refRID=XVASNGB2VG5YGD530KG6
http://www.ican.org.uk/talkboost
http://www.ican.org.uk/talkboost
http://www.ican.org.uk/talkboost
http://www.educationworks.org.uk/what-we-do/speaking-and-listening/speaking-and-listening
http://www.educationworks.org.uk/what-we-do/speaking-and-listening/speaking-and-listening
http://www.educationworks.org.uk/what-we-do/speaking-and-listening/speaking-and-listening
http://www.educationworks.org.uk/what-we-do/speaking-and-listening/speaking-and-listening
http://www.educationworks.org.uk/what-we-do/speaking-and-listening/speaking-and-listening
http://www.educationworks.org.uk/what-we-do/speaking-and-listening/speaking-and-listening
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Girl-Curly-Hair-Aspergers-Me-ebook/dp/B00GKQPOPO#reader_B00GKQPOPO
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Girl-Curly-Hair-Aspergers-Me-ebook/dp/B00GKQPOPO#reader_B00GKQPOPO
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Girl-Curly-Hair-Aspergers-Me-ebook/dp/B00GKQPOPO#reader_B00GKQPOPO
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https://www.amazon.co.uk/Girl-Curly-Hair-Aspergers-Me-ebook/dp/B00GKQPOPO#reader_B00GKQPOPO
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#r eader_B00GKQPOPO 

 

 

 

Transition 

materials 

(primary to 

secondary 

school) 

 

 

 

Autistic Spectrum 

Condition (ASC) or 

any children 

anxious about 

transitions 

 

 

 

 

Supports transition in a 

structured way 

 

 

 

 

No 

Cheshire East Autism 

Team: 

http://www.cheshireeast.

go v.uk/livewell/local-

offer-for- children-with-

sen-and- 

disabilities/education/sup

p orting-send-in- 

education/pupils-with- 

asc/resources-for- 

professionals.aspx 

 

 

 

We use this 

every year and 

not just with 

children who 

have ASC 

Social, Emotional and Mental Health 

 

 

101 games for 

social skills 

 

 

 

Social skills 

 

 

Group activities to boost social 

ability and understanding. 

 

 

 

No 

J Mosley and H Sonnet 

(Authors) 

Available 

online: 

https://www.amazon.co.u

k/ Games-Social-Skills-

Jenny- 

Mosley/dp/1855033704/r

ef 

=pd_sim_14_2?_encoding

= 

UTF8&psc=1&refRID=A5

SR CHX1X3FKNPAP3044 

 

 

There are a few 

different 

versions, and 

they are all 

good. 

Books about 

managing 

emotions 

- 'The Huge 

 

 

 

Anxiety, 
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https://www.amazon.co.uk/Girl-Curly-Hair-Aspergers-Me-ebook/dp/B00GKQPOPO#reader_B00GKQPOPO
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Girl-Curly-Hair-Aspergers-Me-ebook/dp/B00GKQPOPO#reader_B00GKQPOPO
http://www.cheshireeast.gov.uk/livewell/local-offer-for-children-with-sen-and-disabilities/education/supporting-send-in-education/pupils-with-asc/resources-for-professionals.aspx
http://www.cheshireeast.gov.uk/livewell/local-offer-for-children-with-sen-and-disabilities/education/supporting-send-in-education/pupils-with-asc/resources-for-professionals.aspx
http://www.cheshireeast.gov.uk/livewell/local-offer-for-children-with-sen-and-disabilities/education/supporting-send-in-education/pupils-with-asc/resources-for-professionals.aspx
http://www.cheshireeast.gov.uk/livewell/local-offer-for-children-with-sen-and-disabilities/education/supporting-send-in-education/pupils-with-asc/resources-for-professionals.aspx
http://www.cheshireeast.gov.uk/livewell/local-offer-for-children-with-sen-and-disabilities/education/supporting-send-in-education/pupils-with-asc/resources-for-professionals.aspx
http://www.cheshireeast.gov.uk/livewell/local-offer-for-children-with-sen-and-disabilities/education/supporting-send-in-education/pupils-with-asc/resources-for-professionals.aspx
http://www.cheshireeast.gov.uk/livewell/local-offer-for-children-with-sen-and-disabilities/education/supporting-send-in-education/pupils-with-asc/resources-for-professionals.aspx
http://www.cheshireeast.gov.uk/livewell/local-offer-for-children-with-sen-and-disabilities/education/supporting-send-in-education/pupils-with-asc/resources-for-professionals.aspx
http://www.cheshireeast.gov.uk/livewell/local-offer-for-children-with-sen-and-disabilities/education/supporting-send-in-education/pupils-with-asc/resources-for-professionals.aspx
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http://www.cheshireeast.gov.uk/livewell/local-offer-for-children-with-sen-and-disabilities/education/supporting-send-in-education/pupils-with-asc/resources-for-professionals.aspx
http://www.cheshireeast.gov.uk/livewell/local-offer-for-children-with-sen-and-disabilities/education/supporting-send-in-education/pupils-with-asc/resources-for-professionals.aspx
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Name of 

Resource 

 
Which need does it 

meet? 

 
What does it do? (Brief 

description) 

 

Is formal training or a 

qualification required to 

use the resource? 

Where is it available 

from? 

(e.g. Company name 

and/or web link if 

possible) 

 
Any other 

comments? 

Bag of Worries' 

(Virginia 

Ironside); 'A 

Volcano in My 

Tummy' (E 

Whitehouse 

and W Pudney); 

'The Red Beast' 

(K Al-Ghani) 

and 'How are 

you feeling 

today?' 

(Molly Potter) 

anger, 

recognising 

and 

understandin

g emotions 

Worksheets and story books 

to explore anxiety, anger etc. 

No All available to order 

online, 

e.g. via www.amazon.co.uk 

Black 

Sheep 

resourc

es - 

Pragmatics 

and 

Semantics, 

emotions, 

facial 

expressions, 

talking about 

friends, 

school, 

transfer to 

secondary 

school etc. 

 

Limited emotional 

literacy - 

understanding 

emotions and 

managing feelings. 

 

 

Photocopiable resources to use as 

a basis for group work on 

emotional literacy, social skills, 

conversation skill, social 

understanding etc. 

 

 

 

No 

 

 

Black Sheep Press: 

www.blacksheeppress.co.

uk 

 

 

Teacher's notes, 

photocopiable 

pupil worksheets 

 

Mental Health 

and behaviour 

 

Social, 

emotional and 

 

Department for Education advice 

for school staff on supporting 

 

 

No 

Department for 

Education 

https://www.gov.uk/gove
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Name of 

Resource 

 
Which need does it 

meet? 

 
What does it do? (Brief 

description) 

 

Is formal training or a 

qualification required to 

use the resource? 

Where is it available 

from? 

(e.g. Company name 

and/or web link if 

possible) 

 
Any other 

comments? 

in schools mental health children with emotional and 

behavioural difficulties 

rn 

ment/publications/ment

al- health-and-

behaviour-in- schools--2 

 

Nurture 

groups - 

‘Beyond the 
Boxall Profile: 

Strategies 

and 

Resources 

(Revised)’ 

 

Social skills, co- 

operating with 

others, managing 

feelings and 

behaviour. 

An early social intervention, with 

entry and exit criteria, providing 

support and activities to develop 

social and emotional skills. Using 

the information from the Boxall 

Profile, ‘Strategies and Resources 
(Revised)’ provides ideas about 
how to engage with vulnerable 

children and address their 

identified needs. 

 

 

 

No 

 

The nuture group 

network: 

https://nurturegroups.org

/p ublications/essential- 

boxall/beyond-boxall- 

profile-strategies-and- 

resources-revised 

 

 

Practical 

suggestions for 

activities. 

Resources 

need to be 

gathered in 

advance 

 

'Recognise 

Emotions' 

books by 

Peter Rigg 

 

Recognising and 

understanding 

emotions 

Recognising Emotions' - 4 books of 

graded situations, describing 

emotions and selecting the faces 

that fit the scenario. 

 

 

No 

Learning Materials Ltd. 

Available online, e.g.: 

http://www.learningmateri

al 

s.co.uk/epages/BT4626.sf/

e 

n_GB/?ObjectID=17044943 

 

 

Starving the 

Anger Gremlin 

and Starving 

the Anxiety 

Gremlin 

 

Anger/anxiety, 

and recognising 

and 

understanding 

emotions 

 

 

Cognitive Behavioural Therapy 

Workbooks on Anger/Anxiety 

Management for Young People 

 

 

No 

 

K Collins-Donnelly 

(Author). Available online, 

e.g.: 

http://www.jkp.com/uk/se

ri es/gremlin-and-thief-

cbt- workbooks.html 

 

Sensory and Physical 

 

Clearvision 

 

Visual Impairment 
A postal lending library of braille 

and tactile books 

 

No 
http://www.clearvisionpr

oje ct.org/ 

Need to become 

a member (free 
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http://www.jkp.com/uk/series/gremlin-and-thief-cbt-workbooks.html
http://www.jkp.com/uk/series/gremlin-and-thief-cbt-workbooks.html
http://www.jkp.com/uk/series/gremlin-and-thief-cbt-workbooks.html
http://www.jkp.com/uk/series/gremlin-and-thief-cbt-workbooks.html
http://www.jkp.com/uk/series/gremlin-and-thief-cbt-workbooks.html
http://www.clearvisionproject.org/
http://www.clearvisionproject.org/
http://www.clearvisionproject.org/
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Name of 

Resource 

 
Which need does it 

meet? 

 
What does it do? (Brief 

description) 

 

Is formal training or a 

qualification required to 

use the resource? 

Where is it available 

from? 

(e.g. Company name 

and/or web link if 

possible) 

 
Any other 

comments? 

for parents) 

Creating good 

listening 

conditions for 

learning in 

education 

 

Hearing 

Impairment 

A series of resources to set out the 

steps that can be taken to improve 

the listening environment in 

schools, nurseries and other 

education 

settings 

 

No 
http://www.ndcs.org.uk/pr

o 

fessional_support/our_res

ou rces/acoustics.html 

 

 

CustomEyes 

 

Visual Impairment 

 

Custom made large print 

books available to buy 

 

No 

https://www.guidedogs.or

g. 

uk/services/children-

and- young-peoples- 

services/customeyes 

Need to become 

a member 

(membership 

free) 

Early Support 

Monitoring 

Protocol for 

Deaf Babies 

and Children 

 

Hearing 

Impairment 

Document the progress of children 

in the first 3 years after deafness has 

been diagnosed 

 

No 
www.ndcs.org.uk/docume

nt 

.rm?id=10765 

 

 

 

 

Motor skills 

United 

 

 

Limited fine and 

gross motor skills 

An Occupational Therapy 

Programme consisting of colour 

coded activities to develop motor 

and perceptual skills. For pupils 

with developmental co-ordination 

difficulties hand/eye, body 

awareness, core stability, spatial 

awareness 

 

 

 

No, but training available 

 

S Holmes and W 

Barry (Authors) 

Available from: 

http://www.specialdirect.

co 

m/shops/sd/Products/PD

17 80271/Motor-Skills-

United/ 

 

 

Teacher's 

notes/lesson 

programmes, 

resources need 

to be collected 

in advance. 

NDCS 

Supporting 

the 

Achievement 

of Hearing 

 

Hearing 

Impairment 

 

Resource to support the inclusion 

of children with Hearing 

Impairment 

 

No 

 

www.ndcs.org.uk/docume

nt 

.rm?id=9422 
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http://www.ndcs.org.uk/professional_support/our_resources/acoustics.html
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http://www.specialdirect.com/shops/sd/Products/PD1780271/Motor-Skills-United/
http://www.specialdirect.com/shops/sd/Products/PD1780271/Motor-Skills-United/
http://www.specialdirect.com/shops/sd/Products/PD1780271/Motor-Skills-United/
http://www.specialdirect.com/shops/sd/Products/PD1780271/Motor-Skills-United/
http://www.specialdirect.com/shops/sd/Products/PD1780271/Motor-Skills-United/
http://www.specialdirect.com/shops/sd/Products/PD1780271/Motor-Skills-United/
http://www.ndcs.org.uk/document.rm?id=9422
http://www.ndcs.org.uk/document.rm?id=9422
http://www.ndcs.org.uk/document.rm?id=9422
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Name of 

Resource 

 
Which need does it 

meet? 

 
What does it do? (Brief 

description) 

 

Is formal training or a 

qualification required to 

use the resource? 

Where is it available 

from? 

(e.g. Company name 

and/or web link if 

possible) 

 
Any other 

comments? 

Impaired 

Children in 

Early Years 

settings 

NDCS 

Supporting 

the 

Achievement 

of Deaf 

Children in 

Primary 

School 

 

Hearing 

Impairment 

 

Resource to support the inclusion 

of children with Hearing 

Impairment 

 

No www.ndcs.org.uk/docume

nt 

.rm?id=9423 

 

NDCS 

Supporting 

the 

Achievement 

of Deaf 

Children in 

Secondary 

Schools 

 

 

Hearing 

Impairment 

 

Resource to support the inclusion 

of children with Hearing 

Impairment 

 

 

No 

 

www.ndcs.org.uk/docume

nt 

.rm?id=9424 

 

 

 

 

Positive Eye – 
Resources 

 

 

 

Visual Impairment 

Resources offering useful practical 

tips to settings to support 

curriculum access for children and 

young people with vision 

impairment and SEND. Resources 

include: 

 

 

 

 

No 

 

 

https://www.positiveeye.

co.uk/resources-2/ 

 

 

 

RNIB 

Bookshare 

 

Visual Impairment 

Source for downloadable 

print resources, including 

education resources 

 

No 

https://www.rnibbooksha

re. org/cms/ 

 

Need to become 

a member 

(membership 

free) 
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Name of 

Resource 

 
Which need does it 

meet? 

 
What does it do? (Brief 

description) 

 

Is formal training or a 

qualification required to 

use the resource? 

Where is it available 

from? 

(e.g. Company name 

and/or web link if 

possible) 

 
Any other 

comments? 

 

SeeingEar 

 

Visual Impairment 

Online library and source for 

downloadable print resources, 

including education resources 

 

No 

 

http://www.accessiblelibrar

y.org.uk/ 

 

Need to become 

a member 

(membership 

free) 

Project 

Gutenbeg 

Visual Impairment Online library of literature. No https://www.gutenberg.or

g/ 

 

Nystagmus 

Network 

Visual Impairment The Nystagmus Network is a 

registered charity in England and 

Wales. The charity provides advice, 

support and information to 

everyone living with nystagmus and 

their families, an educational 

advocacy service and benefits 

advice, training for teaching staff 

and eye care professionals. 

No https://nystagmusnetwork.

org/ 

 

 

 

Speed up! 

Book 

 

 

Physical - 

handwritin

g 

 

 

A kinaesthetic programme 

to develop fluent 

handwriting 

 

 

No 

L Addy (Author) 

Available online, 

e.g.: 

https://www.amazon.co.u

k/ Speed-Up-

Kinaesthetic- 

Programme- 

Handwriting/dp/1855033

86 0 

 

 

Recommended 

by OT 

 

Write Dance 

 

Physical - 

handwritin

g 

 

Programme which uses music and 

movement to introduce 

handwriting to children 

 

No formal training 

R Oussoren 

(Author) Available 

online, e.g.: 

https://uk.sagepub.com/e

n- 

gb/eur/author/ragnhild- 

oussoren 
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https://www.amazon.co.uk/Speed-Up-Kinaesthetic-Programme-Handwriting/dp/1855033860
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Speed-Up-Kinaesthetic-Programme-Handwriting/dp/1855033860
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Speed-Up-Kinaesthetic-Programme-Handwriting/dp/1855033860
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Speed-Up-Kinaesthetic-Programme-Handwriting/dp/1855033860
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Speed-Up-Kinaesthetic-Programme-Handwriting/dp/1855033860
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Speed-Up-Kinaesthetic-Programme-Handwriting/dp/1855033860
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Speed-Up-Kinaesthetic-Programme-Handwriting/dp/1855033860
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Speed-Up-Kinaesthetic-Programme-Handwriting/dp/1855033860
https://uk.sagepub.com/en-gb/eur/author/ragnhild-oussoren
https://uk.sagepub.com/en-gb/eur/author/ragnhild-oussoren
https://uk.sagepub.com/en-gb/eur/author/ragnhild-oussoren
https://uk.sagepub.com/en-gb/eur/author/ragnhild-oussoren
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Name of 

Resource 

 
Which need does it 

meet? 

 
What does it do? (Brief 

description) 

 

Is formal training or a 

qualification required to 

use the resource? 

Where is it available 

from? 

(e.g. Company name 

and/or web link if 

possible) 

 
Any other 

comments? 

 

 

 

Write from the 

Start 

 

 

Limited hand-

eye co-

ordination and 

pencil control 

 

Consists of two pupil workbooks 

of graded activities to develop 

hand- eye co-ordination, form 

constancy, spatial organization, 

figure-ground discrimination, 

orientation and laterality. 

 

 

 

No 

 

I Teodorescu et al 

(Authors) Available 

online, e.g.: 

https://www.amazon.co.u

k/ Write-start-

Programme- Perceptual- 

Handwriting/dp/1855032

45 7 

 

 

Photocopiable 

pupil worksheets 

and a teacher's 

manual 

Miscellaneous (including subject specific resources) 

Doorway 

Online 

Literacy, Number< 

time and Money 

and Touch typing 

a collection of free and highly 

accessible educational games that 

learners will find easy to use 

independently. Each activity has a 

range of accessibility and difficulty 

options.  

No https://www.doorwayonli

ne.org.uk/ 

Touch typing 

program is 

recommended 

by QTVI 

 

Kerboodle 

 

Science (plus 

other subjects) 

This is linked to AQA. Online 

teaching, learning and assessment 

service. It provides worksheets, 

extension tasks and revision. 

 

No 

Kerboodle 

https://global.oup.com/ed

u 

cation/secondary/kerboo

dle 

/?region=uk 

 

 

Linguascope 
Modern Foreign 

Languages 

Revision to reinforce learned skills 

and vocabulary games 

 

No 

Linguascope 

http://www.linguascope.

co 

m/ 

 

 

Lucid - 

Memory 

Booster 

 

Strategies to 

improve 

memory 

Suitable for 4-11+ years. Consists 

of games and strategies to develop 

and practise verbal and visual 

memory skills. 

 

No 

GL Assessment 

https://www.gl- 

assessment.co.uk/produc

ts/ lucid-memory-

booster/ 

 

Stand-alone 

digital 

programme 
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https://www.amazon.co.uk/Write-start-Programme-Perceptual-Handwriting/dp/1855032457
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Write-start-Programme-Perceptual-Handwriting/dp/1855032457
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Write-start-Programme-Perceptual-Handwriting/dp/1855032457
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Write-start-Programme-Perceptual-Handwriting/dp/1855032457
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Write-start-Programme-Perceptual-Handwriting/dp/1855032457
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Write-start-Programme-Perceptual-Handwriting/dp/1855032457
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https://www.amazon.co.uk/Write-start-Programme-Perceptual-Handwriting/dp/1855032457
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Write-start-Programme-Perceptual-Handwriting/dp/1855032457
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Name of 

Resource 

 
Which need does it 

meet? 

 
What does it do? (Brief 

description) 

 

Is formal training or a 

qualification required to 

use the resource? 

Where is it available 

from? 

(e.g. Company name 

and/or web link if 

possible) 

 
Any other 

comments? 

NASEN Early 

Years SEND 

Resources 

 

All areas of SEND 

Webcasts, miniguides and training 

materials related to SEND and Early 

Years 

 

No 
http://www.nasen.org.uk/

e arly-years-send-

resources/ 

 

 

 

Maths Watch 

 

To develop 

maths skills 

Reinforces learned knowledge. Key 

skills are demonstrated and 

talked through then allows the 

student to practice and hone in 

on their skills. Available for 

primary, Key Stage 3 and GCSE 

 

 

No 

 

Maths Watch Ltd 

http://mathswatch.co.uk/ 

 

 

Method Maths 

 

Maths 
To provide students with exam 

techniques through interactive 

papers. Available for Excel, OCR 

and Key Stage 2. 

 

No 

 

Method Maths 

https://www.methodmaths

.i nfo/ 

 

My Maths 
To develop 

their maths 

skills 

Online learning platform which 

reinforces learned knowledge 
No 

https://www.mymaths.co.u

k 

/index.html 

 

Nessy 

Fingers - 

touch 

typing 

program

me 

 

Word processing 

Suitable for ages 8+ years. Consists 

of games and strategies to develop 

and practise basic touch typing 

skills. 

 

No 

Nessy 

https://www.nessy.com/u

k/ product/nessy-

fingers/ 

Online 

programme 

including games 

to develop 

spelling skills. 

 

Number Shark 
Games to develop 

maths 

Computer programme to improve 

understanding and use of numbers 

 

No 

White Space 

http://www.wordshark.co.u

k 

/index.aspx 

 

 

Precision 

teaching of 

GPC, common 

words, 

 

Automatic recall 

of words, 

numbers, 

graphemes etc. 

Consists of reading target words, 

numbers etc. automatically, on a 

daily basis until proficiency level 

is reached and maintained. Aim 

for pupils to read texts at a 95% 

 

 

No 

Kent Educational 

Psychology Service 

www.sendgateway.org.uk

/d ownload.a-basic-

 

Preparation of 

Flashcards, 

monitoring grids 

etc. 
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Name of 

Resource 

 
Which need does it 

meet? 

 
What does it do? (Brief 

description) 

 

Is formal training or a 

qualification required to 

use the resource? 

Where is it available 

from? 

(e.g. Company name 

and/or web link if 

possible) 

 
Any other 

comments? 

numbers etc. accuracy level. guide-to- precision-

teaching.html 

 

The Key 

 

All SEN matters 
Answers questions for SENCOs 

and provides templates for 

policies, action plans etc. Gives 

ideas for interview questions etc. 

 

No 

 

https://schoolleaders.thek

ey support.com/ 

 

Need to 

subscribe and 

there is a cost 

 

Twinkl 

 

All SEN 

Lots of resources are available 

on Twinkl - some are free, some 

you need to pay for. 

 

No 

http://www.twinkl.co.uk/r

es 

ources/specialeducationa

ln eeds-sen 

 

 

Well at school 

 

Health issues 

Website offering advice for 

supporting children and young 

people with medical conditions 

 

No 
https://www.wellatschool.

or g/ 

 

 

 

Words First 

 

Word 

recognition - 

where a pupil 

has difficulty 

with phonics 

 

A structured approach to 

reading and writing the 

common words, in isolation and 

in context, by linking word 

recognition and comprehension 

skills in a series of graded steps. 

 

 

No 

 

 

Sound Learning 

http://www.shop- 

soundlearning.co.

uk/ 

Teacher's 

notes/lesson 

programmes, 

photocopiable 

pupil worksheets 

and assessment. 

Suppleme

ntary 

resources 

can be 

added. 
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